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Introduction 
 
This document contains a compilation of metadata details for the data included in the Ready to Measure 
(R2M) database, accessible through the R2M Data Query Tool. This tool is a component of Ready to 
Measure Phase II: Indicators Available to Monitor SDG Gender Targets, a joint-product of Open Data 
Watch and Data2X.   
 
The initial Ready to Measure study, published in September 2015 and reproduced in March 2016, first 
proposed a set of sex-disaggregated indicators that were already available to serve as a baseline for 
measuring progress towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The Data Query Tool 
provides access to the data for the 20 indicators in one central location, providing easily accessible and 
interoperable information on the economic status and social welfare of women.  
 
This metadata document includes information for 20 R2M indicators. Data for 17 of these indicators 
come from international sources. Data for another 2 (Indicators 13 and 14) come from country-specific 
household surveys. No data are currently available for Indicator 19. A total of 15 international sources 
from seven databases as well as four country-specific household surveys were used to construct this 
database. Each metadata entry provides full details on what source was used for each indicator.  
 
Each of the indicators compiled from country-specific household surveys (13 and 14) have data for three 
countries each: Burkina Faso, India, Mali, or Niger. Data for each country comes from a separate survey. 
As a result, metadata entries for these indicators provides separate tables pertaining uniquely to each of 
the countries. Much of the metadata available for these indicators was originally available in French and 
has, in some cases, been reproduced in the original language.  
 
The metadata entries provide three versions of indicator titles used to refer to each R2M indicator. The 
short indicator title appears in headings and short lists tracking the 20 R2M indicators. The database 
indicator title includes all variables in the database provided to measure the R2M indicators.  
The R2M title appears in the original R2M report and is included for reference. Database indicator titles 
will not always match the original scope of the R2M indicator titles.  
 
The code entries show the indicator codes related to each database indicator as it appears in exported 
selections. Indicator codes also appear under each disaggregation available. 
 
The data download date shows when the data in the database was downloaded while the revision date 
of source data shows when the original dataset was last updated at its source.  
 

  

http://genderdata.opendatawatch.com/
http://opendatawatch.com/blog/ready-to-measure-phase-two-indicators/
http://opendatawatch.com/blog/ready-to-measure-phase-two-indicators/
http://opendatawatch.com/
http://opendatawatch.com/
http://data2x.org/
http://opendatawatch.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/ready-to-measure.pdf


Indicator Metadata 
 

Indicator 1: Living under poverty 
 

Code(s) SP.POV.4DAY.ZS.MF 
SP.POV.4DAY.ZS.FE 
SP.POV.4DAY.ZS.MA 

License Type CC-BY 

Indicator Title (short) Living under poverty 

R2M Title Proportion of people (aged 15 and above) in households living under an 
international or national poverty line 

Indicator Title 
(database) 

Poverty rate at USD 4.00 (%) 
Poverty rate at USD 4.00 (%), female 
Poverty rate at USD 4.00 (%), male 

Definition Number of women (or men) aged fifteen and above living in households with 
average incomes below the specified poverty line divided by the number of women 
(or men) fifteen and above in the population.  

Disaggregation available Both, female, and male 

Source Socio-Economic Database for Latin America and the Caribbean (SEDLAC) 

Topic Income & Poverty: Poverty 

Periodicity Periodic 

Aggregation method Population-Weighted  

Data Download Date 21 June 2017 

Data Download Source Socio-Economic Database for Latin America and the Caribbean (SEDLAC) 

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

http://sedlac.econo.unlp.edu.ar/eng/statistics-by-gender.php  

Metadata Link http://sedlac.econo.unlp.edu.ar/download.php?file=archivos_upload_ 
items_metodologia/Methodological_Guide_v201404.pdf 

Revision date of source 
data 

Not Available 
 

http://sedlac.econo.unlp.edu.ar/eng/statistics-by-gender.php
http://sedlac.econo.unlp.edu.ar/download.php?file=archivos_upload_items_metodologia/Methodological_Guide_v201404.pdf
http://sedlac.econo.unlp.edu.ar/download.php?file=archivos_upload_items_metodologia/Methodological_Guide_v201404.pdf


Statistical concept and 
methodology 

• SEDLAC computes poverty estimates from household survey data 
collected from nationally representative samples of households in 
the SEDLAC countries (coverage is for 14 Latin American countries). 
These data contain sufficiently detailed information to compute a 
comprehensive estimate of ratio of women to men (aged 15 and 
above) in households living under the international or national 
poverty line. The data included in the R2M database are a 
headcount ratio for a USD 4.00 a day poverty line by sex.  

• SEDLAC includes a set of poverty estimates based on (i) international 
poverty lines (USD 2.50 and 4.00 a day at Purchasing Power Parity 
(PPP), (ii) national poverty lines (extreme and moderate), and (iii) 
relative poverty lines (50% of median income). 

• For the Latin American region, poverty is computed with the USD-
2.50-a-day line, which coincides with the median value of the 
extreme poverty lines officially set by the Latin American 
governments. Also included are poverty estimates using a USD-4-a-
day line, which is close to the median value of the moderate poverty 
lines officially set by governments in the SEDLAC region. These 
values are multiplied by 30.42 to get monthly poverty lines. 

• All statistics are computed from microdata of household surveys, 
and includes poverty figures from official country sources. These are 
mostly National Statistical Offices (NSOs) as well as SEDLAC’s own 
poverty estimates. 

• Most of the poverty statistics shown in SEDLAC are on income 
poverty, defined as the inability of achieving a certain minimum 
income level, known as the poverty line (PL).  

• Data are available for 2011 and 2012, though each country has only 
one year of data. Data are subject to continuous revision and 
controlling of the construction of variables and statistics, identifying 
mistakes, and searching for more efficient ways of processing and 
presenting the statistics. The database is continuously improved 
with suggestions of researchers and users.  

• Reference to the date when the database was consulted should be 
made clearly as statistics may change. 

Development relevance Reducing poverty is a policy objective for governments around the world. The 
international community has embraced this goal as reflected in the first Millennium 
Development Goal (halving poverty by 2015) and in the first Sustainable 
Development Goal (end poverty in all its forms everywhere). Collecting this data by 
sex is an important part of measuring instances of inequality between men and 
women. However, measuring poverty by sex has posed a persistent challenge due to 
the methods of data collection on a household level rather than individual level. 
 
Poverty measures are important indicators of households and income status in a 
country, and these measures are often used to identify vulnerable populations. 
Poverty rates at national poverty lines help to guide and monitor the results of 
country-specific national poverty reduction strategies. Also, poverty indicators are 
most frequently used to compare socioeconomic development across countries. The 
perceived boundary between poor and non-poor typically rises with the average 



income of a country, and social perceptions of poverty change as the country 
develops and living standards go up. 
 
This indicator reflects the depth of poverty by gender, in households, as well as its 
incidence.   

Limitations and 
exceptions 

It is observed that that household resources are not distributed equally among girls 
and boys. Therefore sex-disaggregated ratios of women and men living in poor 
households, calculated from household surveys, may not fully reflect the poverty 
status of women, and should not be interpreted as reflecting an individual poverty 
measure. This indicator seeks to provide a first attempt at measuring individual 
poverty in these 14 countries. 
  
Since complete poverty estimations via censuses are uncommon in developing 
countries, estimates must be obtained from sample surveys or derived by applying 
indirect estimation techniques to survey data. Additionally, extrapolations based on 
outdated surveys may not be reliable for monitoring changes in poverty status or for 
comparative analytical work.  
 
As with any indicator measured from surveys, data quality can affect the precision of 
poverty estimates and their comparability over time. These include selective survey 
nonresponse, seasonality effects, differences in the number of income or 
consumption items in the questionnaire, and the time-period over which 
respondents are asked to recall their expenditures. 

General comments Information taken from SEDLAC database should be cited as “Source: SEDLAC 
(CEDLAS and The World Bank)” or “Source: Socio-Economic Database for Latin 
America and the Caribbean (CEDLAS and The World Bank)”.  
 
For the SEDLAC study, Latin America is divided into three regions:  

1. Mercosur: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay  
2. Andean region: Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela  
3. Central America: Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, 

Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama and Dominican Republic 

 
  



Indicator 2: Stunting prevalence 
 

Code SH.STA.STNT.ZS.MF 
SH.STA.STNT.ZS.FE 
SH.STA.STNT.ZS.MA 

License Type CC-BY 

Indicator Title (short) Stunting prevalence 

R2M Title Prevalence of stunting (low height-for-age) in female children under 5 years of age, 
and ratio of female to male under-five stunting. 

Indicator Title 
(database) 

Prevalence of stunting (low height for age) in children under 5 years of age (%) 
Prevalence of stunting (low height for age) in children under 5 years of age (%), 
female 
Prevalence of stunting (low height for age) in children under 5 years of age (%), 
male 

Definition Prevalence of stunting is the percentage of children under age 5 whose height for 
age is more than two standard deviations below the median for the international 
reference population ages 0-59 months. For children up to two years old height is 
measured by recumbent length. For older children height is measured by stature 
while standing. The data are based on the WHO's new child growth standards 
released in 2006. 

Disaggregation available Both, female, and male.  

Source World Health Organization, Global Database on Child Growth and Malnutrition 

Topic Health: Nutrition 

Periodicity Annual 

Aggregation method Linear mixed-effect model estimates 

Data Download Date 15 June 2017 

Data Download Source World Bank. World Development Indicators. 

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-
indicators  

Metadata Link http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-
indicators#   
Select metadata under download options. 

Revision date of source 
data 

Not Available 

Statistical concept and 
methodology 

The underweight indicator reflects body mass relative to chronological age 
and is influenced both by the height of the child, and weight-for-height. Its 
composite nature complicates its interpretation. For example, the indicator 
fails to distinguish between short children of adequate body weight and 
tall, thin children.  
 
The accuracy of these nutrition measures depends on proper 
measurements in age, weight, and height. For example, only those children 
with month and year of birth recorded and with valid height and weight 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators


measurements are included in the calculations. Assessing the adherence to 
proper measurement protocols by each survey team is not possible.  
 
Underweight prevalence is a useful indicator to assess overall nutritional 
status of the population. Stunting, or low height for age, is also a useful 
indicator for tracking trends in child malnutrition. It is defined as the 
percentage of children under five whose heights are less than two standard 
deviations below the median height for the age of the standard reference 
population. Stunting measures the cumulative deficient growth associated 
with long-term factors, including chronic insufficient daily protein intake. 
 
Low weight for height, or wasting, defined as less than two standard 
deviations below the median weight for height of the reference population, 
indicates in most cases a recent and severe process of weight loss, often 
associated with acute starvation or severe disease. 

Development relevance Globally, children from the poorest 20 per cent of the population have 
stunting rates that are double the rate from the richest quintile.  In almost 
all countries with available data, stunting rates are higher among boys than 
girls. WHO estimates that in 2016, globally there were 155 million children 
under 5 years of age stunted. Measuring this indicator by sex is crucial to 
discovering inequalities in the health of boys and girls that will affect them 
through life. 
 
In 2016, just under one in four children under age 5 worldwide had stunted 
growth. Between 2000 and 2016, stunting prevalence globally declined 
from 33 per cent to 23 per cent, and the number of children affected fell 
from 198 million to 155 million. In 2016, about two out of every four 
stunted children lived in South Asia and one in three in sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
High levels of stunting are associated with poor socioeconomic conditions 
and increased risk of frequent and early exposure to adverse conditions 
such as illness and/or inappropriate feeding practices. Similarly, a decrease 
in the national stunting rate is usually indicative of improvements in overall 
socioeconomic conditions of a country. 
 
At the national level, data are generally available from national household 
surveys, including Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS), Multiple 
Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) and national nutrition surveys. For 
international comparisons and global or regional monitoring, the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and WHO compile international data 
series and estimates based on data from national surveys. 
 
Anthropometric indices, including stunting (low height for age), wasting 
(low weight for height), and overweight (high weight for height) in children 
under age 5, are common indicators of nutrition. The prevalence of child 
stunting has declined in all income groups since 1990 but remains close to 

https://data.unicef.org/topic/nutrition/malnutrition/
http://www.who.int/gho/child-malnutrition/en/
https://data.unicef.org/topic/nutrition/malnutrition/
http://www.who.int/nutgrowthdb/about/introduction/en/index2.html


40 percent in low-income countries and above 30 percent in lower middle-
income countries. 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

When possible, all three indicators (underweight, stunting, and wasting) 
should be analyzed and presented since they measure and reflect different 
aspects of child malnutrition. 

General comments Undernourished children have lower resistance to infection and are more likely to 
die from common childhood ailments such as diarrheal diseases and respiratory 
infections. Frequent illness saps the nutritional status of those who survive, locking 
them into a vicious cycle of recurring sickness and faltering growth (UNICEF, ). 
Estimates of child malnutrition, based on prevalence of underweight and stunting, 
are from national survey data. The proportion of underweight children is the most 
common malnutrition indicator. Being even mildly underweight increases the risk 
of death and inhibits cognitive development in children. And it perpetuates the 
problem across generations, as malnourished women are more likely to have low-
birth-weight babies. Stunting, or being below median height for age, is often used 
as a proxy for multifaceted deprivation and as an indicator of long-term changes in 
malnutrition. 
 
Poor nutrition in the first 1,000 days of a child’s life can also lead to stunted 
growth, which is irreversible and associated with impaired cognitive ability and 
reduced school and work performance. 

 
 

  



Indicator 3: Anemia Prevalence 
 

Code SH.ANM.NPRG.ZS.FE 
SH.ANM.PREG.ZS.FE 
SH.ANM.REPA.ZS.FE 

License Type CC-BY 

Indicator Title (short) Anemia Prevalence 

R2M Title Prevalence of anemia in women of reproductive age (15 to 49), pregnant and non-
pregnant. 

Indicator Title 
(database) 

Prevalence of anemia in non-pregnant women (% of women ages 15-49) 
Prevalence of anemia in pregnant women (%) 
Prevalence of anemia in women of reproductive age (% of women ages 15-49) 

Definition Prevalence of anemia among women of reproductive age refers to the combined 
prevalence of both non-pregnant with hemoglobin levels below 12 g/dL and 
pregnant women with hemoglobin levels below 11 g/dL. 

Disaggregation available Female  
 

Source Stevens GA, Finucane MM, De-Regil LM, et al. Global, regional, and national trends 
in hemoglobin concentration and prevalence of total and severe anemia in children 
and pregnant and non-pregnant women for 1995-2011: a systematic analysis of 
population-representative data. The Lancet Global Health 2013; 1(1): e16-e25. 

Topic Health: Nutrition 

Periodicity Annual 

Aggregation method Weighted average 

Data Download Date 15 June 2017 

Data Download Source World Bank. World Development Indicators. 

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-
indicators  

Metadata Link http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-
indicators#   
Select metadata under download options. 

Revision date of source 
data 

Not Available 

Statistical concept and 
methodology 

Anemia is a condition in which the number of red blood cells or their 
oxygen-carrying capacity is insufficient to meet physiologic needs, which 
vary by age, sex, altitude, smoking status, and pregnancy status. In its 
severe form it is associated with fatigue, weakness, dizziness, and 
drowsiness. Children under age 5 and pregnant women have the highest 
risk for anemia 
 
Iron deficiency is thought to be the most common cause of anemia globally, 
but other nutritional deficiencies (including folate, vitamin B12 and vitamin 
A) can all cause anemia. 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://www.who.int/vmnis/indicators/haemoglobin.pdf


Development relevance Anemia is a public health problem that affects populations in both rich and 
poor countries with major consequences for human health as well as social 
and economic development. It occurs at all stages of the life cycle, but is 
more prevalent in pregnant women and young children. Although the 
primary cause is iron deficiency, it is seldom present in isolation. More 
frequently it coexists with many other causes, such as malaria, parasitic 
infection, nutritional deficiencies, and haemoglobinopathies. 
 
WHO estimates that one in four people is affected by anemia, and pregnant 
women and preschool-age children are at the greatest risk. The WHO 
regions of Africa and South-East Asia have the highest risk, where about 
two thirds of preschool-age children and half of all women are affected. In 
numbers, the main burden is concentrated in South-East Asia, where about 
40% of anemic preschool-age children and nonpregnant women, and about 
30% of pregnant women reside. 
 
Even though iron deficiency is the primary cause of anemia, there are few 
data on the prevalence of this deficiency. The likely reason is that iron 
assessment is difficult because the available indicators of iron status do not 
provide sufficient information alone and must be used in combination to 
obtain reliable information on the existence of iron deficiency. 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

Data should be used with caution because surveys differ in quality, 
coverage, age group interviewed, and treatment of missing values across 
countries and over time. Data on anemia are compiled by the WHO based 
mainly on nationally representative surveys, which measure hemoglobin in 
the blood. WHO's hemoglobin thresholds are then used to determine 
anemia status based on age, sex, and physiological status. 

General comments Data for blood hemoglobin concentrations are still limited, compared to other 
nutritional indicators such as child anthropometry. As a result, the estimates may 
not capture the full variation across countries and regions. 
 
Anemia is the world’s second leading cause of disability and thus one of the most 
serious global public health problems. Anemia affects over half of pre-school 
children and pregnant women in developing countries and at least 30-40% in 
industrialized countries. In poorer malaria-endemic countries anemia is one of the 
most common preventable causes of death in children under 5 years and in 
pregnant women. Although anemia has been recognized as a public health problem 
for many years, little progress has been reported and the global prevalence of 
anemia remains unacceptably high. 

  

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/43894/1/9789241596657_eng.pdf
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/43894/1/9789241596657_eng.pdf
http://www.who.int/medical_devices/publications/en/WHO_UNICEF-anaemiastatement.pdf?ua=1


Indicator 4: Maternal mortality 
 

Code SH.STA.MMRT.FE 

License Type CC-BY 

Indicator Title (short) Maternal mortality 

R2M Title Maternal deaths per 100,000 live births. 

Indicator Title 
(database) 

Maternal deaths per 100,000 live births 

Definition Maternal mortality ratio is the number of women who die from pregnancy-related 
causes while pregnant or within 42 days of pregnancy termination per 100,000 live 
births. 

Disaggregation available Female  

Source UNICEF, State of the World's Children, Childinfo, and Demographic and Health 
Surveys. 

Topic Health: Reproductive health 

Periodicity Annual 

Aggregation method Weighted average 

Data Download Date 14 June 2017 

Data Download Source World Bank. World Development Indicators. 

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-
indicators  

Metadata Link http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-
indicators#   
Select metadata under download options. 

Revision date of source 
data 

Not Available 

Statistical concept and 
methodology 

Reproductive health is a state of physical and mental well-being in relation 
to the reproductive system and its functions and processes. Means of 
achieving reproductive health include education and services during 
pregnancy and childbirth, safe and effective contraception, and prevention 
and treatment of sexually transmitted diseases. Complications of pregnancy 
and childbirth are the leading cause of death and disability among women 
of reproductive age in developing countries. Maternal mortality ratios are 
generally of unknown reliability, as are many other cause-specific mortality 
indicators. Household surveys such as Demographic and Health Surveys 
attempt to measure maternal mortality by asking respondents about 
survivorship of sisters. The main disadvantage of this method is that the 
estimates of maternal mortality that it produces pertain to any time within 
the past few years before the survey, making them unsuitable for 
monitoring recent changes or observing the impact of interventions. In 
addition, measurement of maternal mortality is subject to many types of 
errors. Even in high-income countries with reliable vital registration 
systems, misclassification of maternal deaths has been found to lead to 
serious underestimation. The national estimates of maternal mortality 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators


ratios are based on national surveys, vital registration records, and 
surveillance data or are derived from community and hospital records. 
 
For countries without complete registration data but with other types of 
data and for countries with no data, maternal mortality is estimated with a 
regression model using available national maternal mortality data and 
socioeconomic information. 

Development relevance Vital registration and health information systems in most developing 
countries are weak, and thus, cannot provide an accurate assessment of 
maternal mortality. Even estimates derived from complete vital registration 
systems, such as those in developed countries, suffer from misclassification 
and underreporting of maternal deaths. 
 
The ability to generate country, regional, and global estimates with higher 
precision and accuracy would be greatly facilitated if country civil 
registration systems were further improved. This improvement would 
reduce the need to conduct special maternal mortality studies (which are 
time-consuming, expensive, and of limited use in monitoring trends). 
 
The global maternal mortality ratio declined dramatically between 1990 
and 2015. Providing mothers with skilled attendants at delivery and access 
to hospital treatments is key to treating life-threatening emergencies. 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

Maternal mortality ratios are generally of unknown reliability, as are many 
other cause-specific mortality indicators. The ratios cannot be assumed to 
provide an exact estimate of maternal mortality. 

General comments This indicator represents the risk associated with each pregnancy and is also 
a Sustainable Development Goal Indicator for monitoring maternal health. 
 
A maternal death refers to a female death from any cause related to or 
aggravated by pregnancy or its management (excluding accidental or 
incidental causes) during pregnancy and childbirth or within 42 days of 
termination of pregnancy, irrespective of the duration and site of the 
pregnancy. Measurement requires information on pregnancy status, timing 
of death (during pregnancy, childbirth, or within 42 days of termination of 
pregnancy), and cause of death. 

  



Indicator 5: Under-five mortality 
 

Code SH.DYN.MORT.MF 
SH.DYN.MORT.FE 
SH.DYN.MORT.MA 

License Type CC-BY 

Indicator Title (short) Under-five mortality 

R2M Title Female under-five mortality rate and ratio of female to male under-five 
mortality. 

Indicator Title 
(database) 

Under-five mortality rate (per 1,000 live births) 
Under-five mortality rate (per 1,000 live births), female 
Under-five mortality rate (per 1,000 live births), male 

Definition Under-five mortality rate is the probability per 1,000 that a newborn baby 
will die before reaching age five, if subject to age-specific mortality rates of 
the specified year 

Disaggregation 
available 

Both, female, and male 

Source Estimates developed by the UN Inter-agency Group for Child Mortality 
Estimation (UNICEF, WHO, World Bank, UN DESA Population Division) at 
www.childmortality.org. 

Topic Health: Mortality 

Periodicity Annual 

Aggregation method Weighted average 

Data Download Date 14 June 2017 

Data Download Source World Bank. World Development Indicators. 

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-
indicators  

Metadata Link http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-
indicators#   
Select metadata under download options. 

Revision date of source 
data 

Not Available 

Statistical concept and 
methodology 

The main sources of mortality data are vital registration systems and direct 
or indirect estimates based on sample surveys or censuses. A "complete" 
vital registration system - covering at least 90 percent of vital events in the 
population - is the best source of age-specific mortality data.  
 
Estimates of neonatal, infant, and under-five mortality tend to vary by 
source and method for a given time and place. Years for available estimates 
also vary by country, making comparisons across countries and over time 
difficult. To make neonatal, infant, and under-five mortality estimates 
comparable and to ensure consistency across estimates by different 
agencies, the United Nations Inter-agency Group for Child Mortality 
Estimation (UN IGME), which comprises the United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF), the World Health Organization (WHO), the World Bank, the United 

http://www.childmortality.org/
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators


Nations Population Division, and other universities and research institutes, 
developed and adopted a statistical method that uses all available 
information to reconcile differences. The method uses statistical models to 
obtain a best estimate trend line by fitting a country-specific regression 
model of mortality rates against their reference dates.  
 
Neonatal, infant, and under-five mortality rates are higher for boys than for 
girls in countries in which parental gender preferences are insignificant. 
Under-five mortality rates capture the effect of gender discrimination better 
than neonatal and infant mortality rates do. Where female child mortality is 
higher, girls are likely to have less access to resources than boys. 

Development relevance Mortality rates for different age groups (infants, children, and adults) and 
overall mortality indicators (life expectancy at birth or survival to a given 
age) are important indicators of health status in a country. Because data on 
the incidence and prevalence of diseases are frequently unavailable, 
mortality rates are often used to identify vulnerable populations. And they 
are among the indicators most frequently used to compare socioeconomic 
development across countries. It is important to capture these rates 
according to sex to reveal instances of discrimination where children of one 
sex have more access to resources than the other. 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

Complete vital registration systems are fairly uncommon in developing 
countries. Thus, estimates must be obtained from sample surveys or derived 
by applying indirect estimation techniques to registration, census, or survey 
data. Survey data are subject to recall error, and surveys estimating 
infant/child deaths require large samples because households in which a 
birth has occurred during a given year cannot ordinarily be preselected for 
sampling. Indirect estimates rely on model life tables that may be 
inappropriate for the population concerned. Extrapolations based on 
outdated surveys may not be reliable for monitoring changes in health status 
or for comparative analytical work. 

General comments Given that data on the incidence and prevalence of diseases are frequently 
unavailable, mortality rates are often used to identify vulnerable populations. 
Moreover, they are among the indicators most frequently used to compare 
socioeconomic development across countries. Under-five mortality rates are higher 
for boys than for girls in countries in which parental gender preferences are 
insignificant. Under-five mortality captures the effect of gender discrimination 
better than infant mortality does, as malnutrition and medical interventions have 
more significant impacts to this age group. Where female under-five mortality is 
higher, girls are likely to have less access to resources than boys. 

  



Indicator 6: HIV prevalence 
 

Code SH.HIV.PREV.1524.H.ZS.MF 
SH.HIV.PREV.1524.L.ZS.MF 
SH.HIV.PREV.1524.ZS.MF 
SH.HIV.PREV.H.ZS.MF 
SH.HIV.PREV.L.ZS.MF 
SH.HIV.PREV.ZS.MF 
SH.HIV.PREV.1524.H.ZS.FE 
SH.HIV.PREV.1524.L.ZS.FE 
SH.HIV.PREV.1524.ZS.FE 
SH.HIV.PREV.H.ZS.FE 
SH.HIV.PREV.L.ZS.FE 
SH.HIV.PREV.ZS.FE 
SH.HIV.PREV.1524.H.ZS.MA 
SH.HIV.PREV.1524.L.ZS.MA 
SH.HIV.PREV.1524.ZS.MA 
SH.HIV.PREV.H.ZS.MA 
SH.HIV.PREV.L.ZS.MA 
SH.HIV.PREV.ZS.MA 

License Type CC-BY 

Indicator Title (short) HIV prevalence 

R2M Title Number of female new HIV infections per 1,000 susceptible population (by age and 
key populations), and ratio of female to male new HIV infections. 

Indicator Title 
(database) 

HIV Prevalence (15-24) High estimate (%) 
HIV Prevalence (15-24) Low estimate (%) 
HIV Prevalence (15-24) (%) 
HIV Prevalence (15-49) High estimate (%) 
HIV Prevalence (15-49) Low estimate (%) 
HIV Prevalence (15-49) (%) 
HIV Prevalence (15-24) High estimate (%), female 
HIV Prevalence (15-24) Low estimate (%), female 
HIV Prevalence (15-24) (%), female 
HIV Prevalence (15-49) High estimate (%), female 
HIV Prevalence (15-49) Low estimate (%), female 
HIV Prevalence (15-49) (%), female 
HIV Prevalence (15-24) High estimate (%), male 
HIV Prevalence (15-24) Low estimate (%), male 
HIV Prevalence (15-24) (%), male 
HIV Prevalence (15-49) High estimate (%), male 
HIV Prevalence (15-49) Low estimate (%), male 
HIV Prevalence (15-49) (%), male 

Definition Prevalence of HIV is the percentage of people who are infected with HIV; Rate is as 
a percentage of the total population with HIV 

Disaggregation 
available 

Both, female, and male  

Source Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) 

Topic Health: HIV 

Periodicity Annual 



Aggregation method Weighted average 

Data Download Date 01 August 2017 

Data Download Source AIDSinfo, UNAIDS 

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

http://aidsinfo.unaids.org/ 

Metadata Link http://www.who.int/healthinfo/indicators/ 
2015/chi_2015_42_hiv_prevalence.pdf?ua=1  
 

Revision date of source 
data 

Spectrum model estimates updated every year (UNAIDS) 

Statistical concept and 
methodology 

Data on HIV are from the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS’s (UNAIDS). 
Measures of incidence (the number of new infections) are generally derived from 
estimates of prevalence (the total number of cases in a population). Changes in 
procedures and assumptions for estimating the data and better coordination with 
countries have resulted in improved estimates of HIV and AIDS over last two 
decades 

HIV data are collected through three international monitoring and reporting 
processes:  

1. country responses to the WHO 

2. research by the Interagency Task Team on Prevention of HIV 

Infection in Women, Mothers and their Children 

3. country report to UNAIDS through the United Nations General 

Assembly Special Session Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS.  

About current Indicator (HIV Prevalence Rate, Female):  

Numerator - Total number of infections, Denominator - Total population  
Disaggregation/ additional dimension:  

• General population age groups: 0−14 years (< 1, 1−4, 5−14 years), > 
15 years (15−24, 15−49, 50+ years).  

• Key population age groups: 15−24 years, 25+ years; men who have 
sex with men, sex workers, people who inject drugs, transgender 
people, prisoners. 

Note: The age groups available in the R2M dataset are for Adults (15-49) 
and young adults (15-24). Disaggregation is by sex (female/male).  
Method of measurement: General population surveys with HIV-testing, 
sample surveys with HIV-testing in key populations, surveillance systems 
among key populations, key population subnational estimates. HIV 
prevalence can also be modelled using the Spectrum software.  
Method of estimation: Modelling is often needed for both numerator and 
denominator, using data from surveys, surveillance, and research studies.  
Measurement frequency: Survey schedule; Spectrum model estimates 
updated every year.  
Preferred data sources: Key population surveys, national population 
surveys in generalized epidemics, surveillance systems. 
Other possible data sources: Active facility-based surveillance system with 
key population estimates.  

http://aidsinfo.unaids.org/
http://www.who.int/healthinfo/indicators/2015/chi_2015_42_hiv_prevalence.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/healthinfo/indicators/2015/chi_2015_42_hiv_prevalence.pdf?ua=1
http://aidsinfo.unaids.org/


Development relevance Adult HIV prevalence rates reflect the rate of HIV infection in each country’s 
population. In many developing countries, most new infections occur in young 
adults, with young women especially vulnerable. UNAIDS estimates that women 
account for almost three-fifths of people living with HIV in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Pregnant women living with HIV have a 10-fold higher risk of developing active 
tuberculosis compared with HIV-negative pregnant women. 
 
Effective treatment with antiretroviral drugs can control the virus and slow down 
the process. These drugs fight HIV by stopping or interfering with the reproduction 
of the virus in the body, reducing the amount of virus in the body. In most high-
income countries, the rate of transmission of HIV to babies has been reduced to 
less than 1 percent by using a range of medicine and good care for the mother 
during pregnancy. 
 
According to WHO, globally some groups of people are still not able to access HIV 
prevention and treatment, especially children, who are lagging badly behind. 
Stigma, discrimination, and legal issues are often significant barriers to accessing 
effective care. Adolescent girls, sex workers, men who have sex with men and 
people who use drugs often remain vulnerable and marginalized.   
 
UNAIDS estimates that globally, young women aged 15–24 are most vulnerable to 
HIV, with infection rates twice as high as in young men. Further, female sex 
workers are 13.5 times more likely to be living with HIV than other women. For 
women in their reproductive years, HIV/AIDS is the leading cause of death and 
disease worldwide, especially in developing countries. Biological factors, lack of 
access to information and health services, economic vulnerability and unequal 
power in sexual relations expose young women particularly to HIV infection. Lack of 
economic empowerment also makes women more vulnerable to sexual 
transmission of HIV. According to UNAIDS, one young woman is infected by HIV 
each minute. 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

The most reliable data on HIV infections has come through blood samples collected 
during Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) surveys. However, this is a costly 
process, best used in places with generalized epidemics. Other data come from 
sentinel sites and from other administrative reporting.  
 
The limited availability of data on health status is a major constraint in assessing 
the health situation in developing countries. Surveillance data are lacking for many 
major public health concerns. Estimates of prevalence and incidence are available 
for some diseases but are often unreliable and incomplete. National health 
authorities differ widely in capacity and willingness to collect or report information. 
To compensate for this and improve reliability and international comparability, the 
World Health Organization (WHO) prepares estimates in accordance with 
epidemiological models and statistical standards. 

General comments The data provided by UNAIDS offers an estimate with both a low and high 
range. In the case of Angola, the original structure of the data is as follows, 
1.8[1.5-2.2]. To facilitate the analysis of HIV data, the R2M database has 
separated this into three indicators: (%), low estimate (%), and high 
estimate (%). This results in 1.5 as the low estimate and 2.2 as the high 
estimate. Additionally, in cases where a < was present, this was removed. 
To access the data in its original form, please follow the Data Download Link 
(URL) above.   

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.HIV.INCD.ZS


 
The most advanced stage of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) is 
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) – a term defined by the 
occurrence of any of more than 20 opportunistic infections or HIV-related 
cancers. HIV is a retrovirus that infects cells of the immune system, 
destroying or impairing their function. As the infection progresses, the 
immune system becomes weaker, and the person becomes more 
susceptible to infections. It can take 10-15 years for an HIV-infected person 
to develop AIDS. HIV is transmitted through unprotected sexual intercourse 
(anal or vaginal), transfusion of contaminated blood, sharing of 
contaminated needles, and between a mother and her infant during 
pregnancy, childbirth, and breastfeeding.  
 
UNAIDS estimates: 

•In 2016, around 76% [60–88%] of pregnant women living with HIV 
had access to antiretroviral medicines to prevent transmission of 
HIV to their babies. 
•In 2016, there were 36.7 million [30.8 million–42.9 million] people 
living with HIV, out of which 17.8 million [15.4 million–20.3 million] 
were women (15+ years) 

 
Related links  

•WHO, Number of women living with HIV 
(http://www.who.int/gho/hiv/epidemic_status/ 
cases_adults_women_children/en/) 
•UNAIDS, Women Out Loud 
(http://files.unaids.org/en/media/unaids/contentassets/documents/ 
unaidspublication/2012/20121211_Women_Out_Loud_en.pdf) 
•Spectrum software. Glastonbury (CT): Avenir Health. 
(http://www.avenirhealth.org/software-spectrum.php)  

 
  

http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/fact-sheet
http://www.who.int/gho/hiv/epidemic_status/cases_adults_women_children/en/
http://www.who.int/gho/hiv/epidemic_status/cases_adults_women_children/en/
http://files.unaids.org/en/media/unaids/contentassets/documents/unaidspublication/2012/20121211_Women_Out_Loud_en.pdf
http://files.unaids.org/en/media/unaids/contentassets/documents/unaidspublication/2012/20121211_Women_Out_Loud_en.pdf
http://www.avenirhealth.org/software-spectrum.php


Indicator 7: Adolescent birth rate 
 

Code SP.DYN.TFRT.1519.FE 

License Type CC-BY 

Indicator Title (short) Adolescent birth rate 

R2M Title Adolescent birth rate per 1,000 women in that age group, by age of the mother 
(15-19) 

Indicator Title 
(database) 

Adolescent birth rate per 1,000 women (15-19) 

Definition Adolescent fertility rate is the number of births per 1,000 women ages 15-19. 

Disaggregation available Female  

Source United Nations Population Division, World Population Prospects. 

Topic Health: Reproductive health 

Periodicity Annual 

Aggregation method Weighted average 

Data Download Date 14 June 2017 

Data Download Source World Bank. World Development Indicators. 

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-
indicators  

Metadata Link http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-
indicators#   
Select metadata under download options. 

Revision date of source 
data 

Not Available 

Statistical concept and 
methodology 

Reproductive health is a state of physical and mental wellbeing in relation 
to the reproductive system and its functions and processes. Means of 
achieving reproductive health include education and services during 
pregnancy and childbirth, safe and effective contraception, and prevention 
and treatment of sexually transmitted diseases. Complications of pregnancy 
and childbirth are the leading cause of death and disability among women 
of reproductive age in developing countries.  
 
Adolescent fertility rates are based on data on registered live births from 
vital registration systems or, in the absence of such systems, from censuses 
or sample surveys. The estimated rates are generally considered reliable 
measures of fertility in the recent past. Where no empirical information on 
age-specific fertility rates is available, a model is used to estimate the share 
of births to adolescents. For countries without vital registration systems 
fertility rates are generally based on extrapolations from trends observed in 
censuses or surveys from earlier years. 

Development relevance In developing countries lacking a civil registration system or where the 
coverage of that system is lower than 90 per cent of all live births, the 
adolescent birth rate is obtained from household survey data and census 
data. Registration data regarded as less than 90 per cent complete are 
exceptionally used for countries where the alternative sources present 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators


problems of compatibility and registration data can provide an assessment 
of trends. In countries with multiple survey programs, large sample surveys 
conducted on an annual or biennial basis are given precedence when they 
exist. 
 
The adolescent birth rate, technically known as the age-specific fertility rate 
provides a basic measure of reproductive health focusing on a vulnerable 
group of adolescent women. Women who become pregnant and give birth 
very early in their reproductive lives are subject to higher risks of 
complications or even death during pregnancy and birth and their children 
are also more vulnerable. The adolescent birth rate also provides indirect 
evidence on access to reproductive health since the youth, and unmarried 
adolescent women, often experience difficulties in access to reproductive 
health care. 
 
Preventing births very early in a woman’s life is an important measure to 
improve maternal health and reduce infant mortality. Furthermore, women 
having children at an early age experience a curtailment of their 
opportunities for socio-economic improvement, particularly because young 
mothers are unlikely to keep on studying and, if they need to work, may 
find it especially difficult to combine family and work responsibilities. 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

There are several limitations in the estimates of measuring the adolescent 
birth rate, such as:  

a) For civil registration, rates are subject to limitations which depend 
on the completeness of birth registration, the treatment of infants 
born alive but dead before registration or within the first 24 hours 
of life, the quality of the reported information relating to age of the 
mother, and the inclusion of births from previous periods. The 
population estimates may suffer from limitations connected to age 
misreporting and coverage.  

b) For survey and census data, both the numerator and denominator 
come from the same population. The main limitations concern age 
misreporting, birth omissions, misreporting the date of birth of the 
child, and sampling variability in the case of surveys. 

General comments The adolescent birth rate, also referred to as the age-specific fertility rate 
for women aged 15-19, represents the risk of childbearing among 
adolescent women 15 to 19 years of age.  
 
Data on births by age of mother are obtained from civil registration systems 
covering 90 per cent or more of all live births, supplemented eventually by 
census or survey estimates for periods when registration data are not 
available. 

Indicator 8: Contraceptive prevalence 
 

Code SP.DYN.CONM.ZS.FE 

License Type CC-BY 

http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.wrapper.imr?x-id=4669


Indicator Title (short) Contraceptive prevalence 

R2M Title Percentage of reproductive age women (15-49) using modern contraception. 

Indicator Title 
(database) 

Contraceptive prevalence, modern methods (% of women ages 15-49) 

Definition Contraceptive prevalence rate is the percentage of women who are practicing, or 
whose sexual partners are practicing, at least one modern method of 
contraception. It is usually measured for women ages 15-49 who are married or in 
union. Modern methods of contraception include female and male sterilization, 
oral hormonal pills, the intra-uterine device (IUD), the male condom, injectables, 
the implant (including Norplant), vaginal barrier methods, the female condom and 
emergency contraception. 

Disaggregation available Female  

Source Household surveys, including Demographic and Health Surveys and Multiple 
Indicator Cluster Surveys. Largely compiled by United Nations Population Division. 

Topic Health: Reproductive health 

Periodicity Annual 

Aggregation method Weighted average 

Data Download Date 14 June 2017 

Data Download Source World Bank. World Development Indicators. 

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-
indicators  

Metadata Link http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-
indicators#   
Select metadata under download options 

Revision date of source 
data 

Not Available 

Statistical concept and 
methodology 

Contraceptive prevalence reflects all methods - ineffective traditional 
methods as well as highly effective modern methods. Contraceptive 
prevalence rates are obtained mainly from household surveys, including 
Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS), Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys 
(MICS), and contraceptive prevalence surveys. 

Development relevance Reproductive health is a state of physical and mental well-being in relation 
to the reproductive system and its functions and processes. Means of 
achieving reproductive health include education and services during 
pregnancy and childbirth, safe and effective contraception, and prevention 
and treatment of sexually transmitted diseases. Complications of pregnancy 
and childbirth are the leading cause of death and disability among women 
of reproductive age in developing countries. 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

Unmarried women are often excluded from household surveys, which may 
bias the estimates. 

General comments Contraceptive prevalence rate is the percentage of women who are practicing, or 
whose sexual partners are practicing, any form of contraception. It is usually 
measured for women ages 15-49 who are married or in union. 
 
Contraceptive prevalence amongst women of reproductive age is an indicator of 
women's empowerment and is related to maternal health, HIV/AIDS, and gender 
equality. 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators


 

  



Indicator 9: Education 
 

Code SE.CMP.PRIM.ZS.MF 
SE.CMP.LSEC.ZS.MF 
SE.CMP.PRIM.ZS.FE 
SE.CMP.LSEC.ZS.FE 
SE.CMP.PRIM.ZS.MA 
SE.CMP.LSEC.ZS.MA 

License Type CC-BY 

Indicator Title (short) Education 

R2M Title Percentage of girls/young women aged 3-5 years above official age for last grade of 
each level of education (primary, lower secondary, upper secondary, and tertiary) 
who have completed the level, and female to male ratio 

Indicator Title 
(database) 

Primary school completion rate (%) 
Lower secondary completion rate (%) 
Primary school completion rate (%), female 
Lower secondary completion rate (%), female 
Primary school completion rate (%), male 
Lower secondary completion rate (%), male 

Definition Total number of new female entrants in the last grade of primary education, 
regardless of age, expressed as percentage of the total female population of the 
theoretical entrance age to the last grade of primary. This indicator is also known 
as "gross intake rate to the last grade of primary education." The ratio can exceed 
100% due to over-aged and under-aged children who enter primary school 
late/early and/or repeat grades. 
 
Total number of new entrants in the last grade of lower secondary education, 
regardless of age, expressed as percentage of the total population of the 
theoretical entrance age to the last grade of lower secondary. This indicator is also 
known as "Gross intake rate to the last grade of lower secondary general 
education." The ratio can exceed 100 percent due to over-aged and under-aged 
children who enter lower secondary school late/early and/or repeat grades. Data 
limitations preclude adjusting for students who drop out during the final year of 
lower secondary education. Thus this rate is a proxy that should be taken as an 
upper estimate of the actual lower secondary completion rate. 

Disaggregation available Both, female, and male 
 

Source UNESCO Institute for Statistics 

Topic Education: Completion 

Periodicity Annual 

Aggregation method Weighted average 

Data Download Date 29 November 2017 

Data Download Source World Bank. Education Statistics - All Indicators 

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=education-statistics-~-
all-indicators  

Metadata Link http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=education-statistics-~-
all-indicators  
Select metadata under download options 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=education-statistics-~-all-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=education-statistics-~-all-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=education-statistics-~-all-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=education-statistics-~-all-indicators


Revision date of source 
data 

May 2017 

Statistical concept and 
methodology 

Primary school completion rate (%) 
Many governments publish statistics that indicate how their education 
systems are working. The World Bank and the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Institute for Statistics jointly 
developed the primary completion rate indicator.  
 
Primary completion rate is calculated by dividing the number of new 
entrants (enrollment minus repeaters) in the last grade of primary 
education, regardless of age, by the population at the entrance age for the 
last grade of primary education and multiplying by 100. Data on education 
are collected by the UNESCO Institute for Statistics from official responses 
to its annual education survey. All the data are mapped to the International 
Standard Classification of Education (ISCED) to ensure the comparability of 
education programs at the international level. The current version was 
formally adopted by UNESCO Member States in 2011. Population data are 
drawn from the United Nations Population Division. Using a single source 
for population data standardizes definitions, estimations, and interpolation 
methods, ensuring a consistent methodology across countries and 
minimizing potential enumeration problems in national censuses. The 
reference years reflect the school year for which the data are presented. In 
some countries the school year spans two calendar years (for example, 
from September 2015 to June 2016); in these cases, the reference year 
refers to the year in which the school year ended. 
 
Increasingly used as a core indicator of an education system's performance, 
it reflects an education system's coverage and the educational attainment 
of students. The indicator is a key measure of education outcome at the 
primary level. However, a high primary completion rate does not 
necessarily mean high levels of student learning. 
 
Data limitations preclude adjusting for students who drop out during the 
final year of primary education. There are many reasons why the primary 
completion rate can exceed 100 percent. The numerator may include late 
entrants and overage children who have repeated one or more grades of 
primary education as well as children who entered school early, while the 
denominator is the number of children at the entrance age for the last 
grade of primary education. 
 
Lower secondary completion rate (%) 
Lower secondary completion rate is calculated as the number of new entrants 
(enrollment minus repeaters) in the last grade of lower secondary education, 
regardless of age, divided by the population at the entrance age for the last grade 
of lower secondary education. Data on education are collected by the UNESCO 
Institute for Statistics from official responses to its annual education survey. All the 
data are mapped to the International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED) 
to ensure the comparability of education programs at the international level. The 



current version was formally adopted by UNESCO Member States in 2011. 
Population data are drawn from the United Nations Population Division. Using a 
single source for population data standardizes definitions, estimations, and 
interpolation methods, ensuring a consistent methodology across countries and 
minimizing potential enumeration problems in national censuses. The reference 
years reflect the school year for which the data are presented. In some countries 
the school year spans two calendar years (for example, from September 2015 to 
June 2016); in these cases, the reference year refers to the year in which the school 
year ended. 
 
 

Development relevance Primary school completion rate (%) 
Primary completion rate is a measure of first-time completion of primary 
education as it excludes pupils repeating the last grade. A high rate denotes 
a high degree of completion of primary education.  
 
From 2000 to 2013, the number of out-of-school children of primary school 
age declined globally rom 99 million to 59 million. More than half of 
countries and areas worldwide have achieved or nearly achieved universal 
primary education – that is, they have a net enrolment rate or net 
attendance rate of more than 95 per cent. However, girls remain at a 
disadvantage in many countries, particularly in Africa, the Middle East and 
South Asia.  
 
Education is one of the most powerful instruments for reducing poverty 
and inequality and lays a foundation for sustained economic growth. 
Children in rural areas are in general more disadvantaged, being almost 
twice as likely to be out of primary school as their urban counterparts. 
While more and more children are attending primary school worldwide, 
many of them drop out or fail to meet minimum standards of learning. 
 
Lower secondary completion rate (%) 
Many countries have committed themselves to more than the achievement of 
universal primary education and now include several years of secondary school in 
their national targets. Globally, more than 80 percent of lower secondary-school-
age children are in either primary or secondary school, dropping to less than 70 
percent in low-income countries.  From 2000 to 2013, the number of out-of-school 
children of lower secondary school age shrank from 97 million to 65 million. 
Challenges to secondary-school participation are greatest in sub-Saharan Africa and 
South Asia. In most of countries in sub-Saharan Africa, for example, less than half of 
secondary-school-age adolescents are enrolled in secondary school, leaving 
millions of young people entering the workforce without the necessary academic 
and life skills.  
 
The cost of secondary schooling is often higher and more difficult for families to 
afford; secondary schools tend to be farther from home, often requiring 
transportation; and the pressure to earn an income keeps many adolescents out of 
the classroom. As a result, secondary education is still reserved for a privileged 
fraction of the population in many countries.  
 

https://data.unicef.org/topic/education/primary-education/
https://data.unicef.org/topic/education/secondary-education/


While more than two thirds of countries and areas have reached gender parity in 
primary education, less than half of them have achieved parity at the secondary 
level.  The largest gender gaps are observed in West and Central Africa. Significant 
disparities in secondary school attendance exist among different socioeconomic 
groups.  The magnitude of the gaps is considerably larger than that of school 
attendance at the primary level. Also, there is a significant gap in school attendance 
between rural and urban areas as well. 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

Primary school completion rate (%) 
The primary completion rate is the number of new entrants in the last 
grade of primary education, regardless of age, divided by the population at 
the entrance age for the last grade of primary education. Data limitations 
preclude adjusting for students who drop out during the final year of 
primary education. Therefore, this rate is a proxy that should be taken as an 
upper estimate of the actual primary completion rate. 
 
Over-reporting is corrected for first, then under-reporting, before 
estimating more detailed breakdowns of data such as age distributions or 
the redistribution of enrolments of unknown age. Over- and under-
reporting are typically adjusted by adding or subtracting a given percentage 
of enrolments thus assuming the same age, grade and sex distribution as 
for the reported enrolments. The number of repeaters in the last grade of 
primary is derived from estimates of the repeaters in each grade of primary 
education. If the country does not report these data in a given year, they 
are most commonly estimated from the grade distribution reported in a 
previous year. 
 
There are many reasons why the primary completion rate can exceed 100 
percent. The numerator may include late entrants and overage children 
who have repeated one or more grades of primary education as well as 
children who entered school early, while the denominator is the number of 
children at the entrance age for the last grade of primary education. 
 
Data limitations preclude adjusting for students who drop out during the 
final year of primary education. 
 
Lower secondary completion rate (%) 
Data limitations preclude adjusting for students who drop out during the final year 
of lower secondary education. Therefore, this rate is a proxy that should be taken 
as an upper estimate of the actual lower secondary completion rate.  
 
There are many reasons why the rate can exceed 100 percent. The numerator may 
include late entrants and overage children who have repeated one or more grades 
of lower secondary education as well as children who entered school early, while 
the denominator is the number of children at the entrance age for the last grade of 
lower secondary education. 
 

General comments 1. For more information on education, see the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 
Education -> Completion http://data.uis.unesco.org/; the United 

http://data.uis.unesco.org/


Nations Children's Fund UNICEF, Education -> Overview 
https://data.unicef.org/topic/education/overview/   

2. Core education indicators from the UNESCO Institute for Statistics 
(UIS) are updated in February, June, August, and November. 

3. Data on education are compiled by the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Institute for 
Statistics from reports provided by education authorities in each 
country, and from official responses to surveys.      

 

  

https://data.unicef.org/topic/education/overview/
https://data.worldbank.org/data-catalog/ed-stats
https://data.worldbank.org/topic/education


Indicator 10: Internet use 
 

Code SG.INT.USER.ZS.MF 
SG.INT.USER.ZS.FE   
SG.INT.USER.ZS.MA 

License Type CC-BY 
Please cite the ITU World Telecommunication/ICT Indicators database. 

Indicator Title (short) Internet use 

R2M Title Share of women aged 15-49 who use the computer and/or internet at least once a 
week, and every day 

Indicator Title 
(database) 

Individuals using the Internet (%) 
Individuals using the Internet (%), female 
Individuals using the Internet (%), male 

Definition Number of individuals using the internet during the reference period divided by the 
corresponding population. The age of the included population varies from country 
to country as does the reference period. 

Disaggregation available Both, female, and male 

Source International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 

Topic Opportunities: Use of Internet 

Periodicity Annual 

Aggregation method Weighted average 

Data Download Date 15 June 2017 

Data Download Source ITU World Telecommunication/ICT Indicators database. 

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-
D/Statistics/Documents/statistics/2017/Individuals%20using%20the%20Internet%2
0by%20gender.xls  

Metadata Link http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/datacollection/default.aspx  

Revision date of source 
data 

June 2017 

http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Documents/statistics/2017/Individuals%20using%20the%20Internet%20by%20gender.xls
http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Documents/statistics/2017/Individuals%20using%20the%20Internet%20by%20gender.xls
http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Documents/statistics/2017/Individuals%20using%20the%20Internet%20by%20gender.xls
http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/datacollection/default.aspx


Statistical concept and 
methodology 

Data are based on surveys generally carried out by national statistical offices or 
estimated based on the number of Internet subscriptions. Age scope of population 
varies across countries. 
 
The Internet provides access to the worldwide network. Data for this indicator are 
readily available for approximately 90 percent of countries, largely through the 
International Telecommunication Union (ITU)’s World Telecommunication Indicators 
questionnaires. For the rest, information can be aggregated through operators’ data 
(mainly through annual reports) and complemented by market research reports. 
 
A few household survey categories ask respondents about the use of computers 
and/or the internet, and the DHS, as well as more recent rounds of the Multiple 
Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS), have additional questions on the frequency of use 
(almost every day, sometimes, and so forth).  
 
Data on individuals using the Internet are collected through an annual questionnaire 
that ITU sends to national statistical offices (NSO). In this questionnaire ITU collects 
total estimates. The percentages are calculated a-posteriori. 

Development relevance The quality of an economy’s infrastructure, including power and communications, is 
an important element in investment decisions for both domestic and foreign 
investors.  Internet use is important to individuals for gathering information, staying 
informed on the news, searching for employment, and keeping in touch with friends 
and family. It is important for data on internet access to be disaggregated by sex to 
measure access inequalities and the resulting barriers that individuals would face 
regarding communication, finding work, and accessing information.  
 
Access to telecommunication services rose on an unprecedented scale over the past 
two decades. This growth was driven primarily by wireless technologies and 
liberalization of telecommunications markets, which have enabled faster and less 
costly network rollout. No technology has ever spread faster around the world. 
Mobile communications have a particularly important impact in rural areas. Access 
is the key to delivering telecommunications services to people.  
 
Over the past decade new financing and technology, along with privatization and 
market liberalization, have spurred dramatic growth in telecommunications in many 
countries. With the rapid development of mobile telephony and the global 
expansion of the Internet, information and communication technologies are 
increasingly recognized as essential tools of development, contributing to global 
integration and enhancing public sector effectiveness, efficiency, and transparency. 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

Indicators on the use of new technologies have only recently appeared in 
public databases. The availability of survey data for Internet use is still 
limited, especially in regions not covered by both the Demographic and 
Health Surveys (DHS) and Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS). Data are 
usually not adjusted, and have some discrepancies in the definition and 
reference period. For this reason, data are not always strictly comparable. 
The quality of data varies among reporting countries because of differences 
in regulations covering data provision and availability. 

http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/datacollection/default.aspx


 
A growing number of countries are measuring Internet use through 
household surveys. In countries where household surveys are available, this 
estimate should correspond to the estimated number derived from the 
percentage of Internet users collected. (If the survey covers percentage of 
the population for a certain age group, the estimated number of Internet 
users should be derived using this percentage, and note indicating the scope 
and coverage of the survey should be provided). In situations where surveys 
are not available, an estimate can be derived based on the number of 
Internet subscriptions. 
 
Discrepancies between global and national figures may arise when countries 
use a different definition than the one used by ITU. Discrepancies may also 
arise in cases where the end of a fiscal year differs from that used by ITU, 
which is the end of December of every year. Many countries have fiscal 
years that end in March or June of every year. While the data on the 
percentage of individuals using the Internet are very reliable for countries 
that have carried out official household surveys, they are much less reliable 
in cases where the number of Internet users is estimated based on the 
number of Internet subscriptions. 

General comments The Interagency and Expert Group on Gender Statistics (IAEG-GS) and UN Women 
lists include the proportion of individuals using the internet by sex. The Bureau of 
the UN Statistical Commission (UNSC-B) includes subscription to mobile cellular 
and/or fixed broad band internet (per household/100 people) and percentage of 
youth/adults who are computer and information literate. 
 
For countries where Internet user data are not available, ITU estimates them by 
using imputation methods that consider several other indicators such as the number 
of fixed (wired)-broadband subscriptions, active mobile broadband subscriptions, 
households with Internet and the income of the country. 
 
Year-end estimates are usually released by ITU in June of the following year through 
the World Telecommunication/ICT Indicators Database. 

 
  

http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/datacollection/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/ITU-D/ict/material/TelecomICT_Indicators_Definition_March2010_for_web.pdf


Indicator 11: Child marriage 
 

Code SP.DYN.MR18.ZS.FE 

License Type CC-BY 

Indicator Title (short) Child marriage 

R2M Title Percentage of women aged 20-24 who were married or in a union before 
age 18 (child marriage). 

Indicator Title 
(database) 

Percentage of women aged 20-24 who were married or in a union before 
age 18 (%) 

Definition Women aged 20 to 24 years who were married or in union before age 18 as a 
proportion of all women aged 20 to 24. 

Disaggregation available Female  
 

Source Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS), Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS), 
AIDS Indicator Surveys (AIS), Reproductive Health Survey(RHS), and other 
household surveys. 

Topic Gender Equality: Early marriage 

Periodicity Annual 

Aggregation method Population weighted 

Data Download Date 3 September 2017 

Data Download Source World Bank. World Development Indicators. 

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-
indicators#  

Metadata Link http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-
development-indicators#  
See also 
http://www.dhsprogram.com/data/STATcompiler-comparability.cfm  

Revision date of source 
data 

08/02/2017 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://www.dhsprogram.com/data/STATcompiler-comparability.cfm


Statistical concept and 
methodology 

A child marriage is defined as marriage or union before the age of 18. Rates 
of early marriage are measured as the proportion of women aged 20-24 
who were married or in union before age 18. 
 
Data are derived from national censuses and household surveys. One or 
more observations are available for 92 mostly low- and middle-income 
countries between 2011 and 2015. The SDGs, which include this indicator 
under goal 5, also specify rates of marriage before age 15, but these data 
are not available. Data on early marriage are shown for the most recent 
year available. 
 
This indicator is used to monitor the extent of child marriage Both the 
Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) and Multiple Indicator Cluster 
Surveys (MICS) have a survey question on age at first marriage. 
 
Adolescent birth rates are estimated from civil registration data or, in the 
absence of complete civil registration, 
from censuses and surveys using demographic models. 
 
Age at first marriage is included in Bureau of the UN Statistical Commission-
B (UNSC) and Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Gender Statistics (IAEG-
GS).  

Development relevance Demographers are increasingly aware of the negative impacts of child marriage on 
a wide range of development outcomes and their associated economic costs. Such 
early marriage pushes girls into adulthood before they are mature - Young brides 
often drop out of school, have more children, face higher health risks during 
pregnancy and childbirth, and suffer more barriers to obtaining a higher paid job 
and gaining financial independence. Very young girls are more likely to experience 
complications during pregnancy and childbirth than adult women and are at 
greater risk of pregnancy-related death. The infants of adolescent mothers are at 
higher risk of mortality and morbidity.  
 
World Bank estimates that every day, 41,000 girls marry before they are 18 years 
old - that’s 15 million girls every year. Ending child marriage is now part of the 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
Although child marriage is prohibited by law in many countries, according to some 
World Bank estimates, one in four women ages 20–24 is married by age 18*. 
 
*http://databank.worldbank.org/data/download/site-content/wdi-2016-highlights-
featuring-sdgs-booklet.pdf 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/immersive-story/2017/08/22/educating-girls-ending-child-marriage
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/download/site-content/wdi-2016-highlights-featuring-sdgs-booklet.pdf
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/download/site-content/wdi-2016-highlights-featuring-sdgs-booklet.pdf


Limitations and 
exceptions 

Household surveys with data on child marriage are available 2000 to 2015, but are 
not conducted at regular intervals in most countries.  
Factors responsible for difference of data are: 

• Time frame of household surveys for specific indicators changes 
over time. 

• Indicator definitions change over time. 

• Country-specific definitions for certain indicators, though based on 
a standard, changes in country context 

 
Barring some time/coverage problems of household surveys, these are still the best 
available source of social and economic statistics of a country. International 
organizations and countries have been taking important steps to make these 
household surveys more reliable and homogeneous.   

General comments In a June 2017 report, World Bank and The International Center for Research on 
Women (ICRW), concluded that “the Child Marriage Will Cost Developing Countries 
Trillions of Dollars by 2030.” The same report estimates that “… a girl marrying at 
13 will have on average 26 percent more children over her lifetime than if she had 
married at 18 or later. This means that ending child marriage would reduce total 
fertility rates by 11 percent on average in those countries, leading to substantial 
reductions in population growth over time.” ** 
 
Ending child marriages would have a large positive effect on the educational 
attainment of girls and their children, as child brides are much more likely to drop 
out of school and complete fewer years of education than their peers who marry 
later.   
 
In 2016, the World Bank Group pledged that it would invest $2.5 billion over five 
years in education projects that directly benefit adolescent girls. 
 
**http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/06/26/child-marriage-
will-cost-developing-countries-trillions-of-dollars-by-2030-says-world-bankicrw-
report 

 

  

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/04/13/world-bank-group-to-invest-25-billion-in-education-projects-benefiting-adolescent-girls
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/06/26/child-marriage-will-cost-developing-countries-trillions-of-dollars-by-2030-says-world-bankicrw-report
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/06/26/child-marriage-will-cost-developing-countries-trillions-of-dollars-by-2030-says-world-bankicrw-report
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/06/26/child-marriage-will-cost-developing-countries-trillions-of-dollars-by-2030-says-world-bankicrw-report


Indicator 12: National parliament seats 
 

Code SG.FEM.PARL.ZS.FE 

License Type CC-BY 

Indicator Title (short) National parliament seats 

R2M Title Proportion of seats held by women in national parliament 

Indicator Title 
(database) 

Proportion of seats held by women in national parliaments (%) 

Definition Women in parliaments are the percentage of parliamentary seats in a single or 
lower chamber held by women. 

Disaggregation available Female  

Source Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) (www.ipu.org). 

Topic Gender: Public life & decision making 

Periodicity Annual 

Aggregation method Weighted average 

Data Download Date 14 June 2017 

Data Download Source World Bank. World Development Indicators. 

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-
indicators  

Metadata Link http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-
indicators#   
Select metadata under download options 

Revision date of source 
data 

Not Available 

Statistical concept and 
methodology 

The proportion of seats held by women in national parliaments is the 
number of seats held by women members in single or lower chambers of 
national parliaments, expressed as a percentage of all occupied seats; it is 
derived by dividing the total number of seats occupied by women by the 
total number of seats in parliament.  
 
National parliaments can be bicameral or unicameral. This indicator covers 
the single chamber in unicameral parliaments and the lower chamber in 
bicameral parliaments. It does not cover the upper chamber of bicameral 
parliaments. Seats are usually won by members in general parliamentary 
elections. Seats may also be filled by nomination, appointment, indirect 
election, rotation of members and by-election. Seats refer to the number of 
parliamentary mandates, or the number of members of parliament. 

Development relevance Despite much progress in recent decades, gender inequalities remain 
pervasive in many dimensions of life - worldwide. But while disparities exist 
throughout the world, they are most prevalent in developing countries. 
Gender inequalities in the allocation of such resources as education, health 
care, nutrition, and political voice matter because of the strong association 
with well-being, productivity, and economic growth. These patterns of 
inequality begin at an early age, with boys routinely receiving a larger share 
of education and health spending than do girls, for example.  

http://www.ipu.org/
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=world-development-indicators


 
Women are vastly underrepresented in decision-making positions in 
government, although there is some evidence of recent improvement. 
Gender parity in parliamentary representation is still far from being 
realized. Without representation at this level, it is difficult for women to 
influence policy.  
 
A strong and vibrant democracy is possible only when parliament is fully 
inclusive of the population it represents. Parliaments cannot consider 
themselves inclusive, however, until they can boast the full participation of 
women. This is not just about women's right to equality and their 
contribution to the conduct of public affairs, but also about using women's 
resources and potential to determine political and development priorities 
that benefit societies and the global community. 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

The number of countries covered varies with suspensions or dissolutions of 
parliaments. There can be difficulties in obtaining information on by-
election results and replacements due to death or resignation. These 
changes are ad hoc events which are more difficult to keep track of. By-
elections, for instance, are often not announced internationally as general 
elections are. Parliaments vary considerably in their internal workings and 
procedures, however, generally legislate, oversee government and 
represent the electorate. In terms of measuring women's contribution to 
political decision making, this indicator may not be sufficient because some 
women may face obstacles in fully and efficiently carrying out their 
parliamentary mandate.  
 
The data is compiled by the Inter-Parliamentary Union on the basis of 
information provided by National Parliaments. The percentages do not take 
into account the case of parliaments for which no data was available at that 
date. Information is available in all countries where a national legislature 
exists and therefore does not include parliaments that have been dissolved 
or suspended for an indefinite period 

General comments General cutoff date is end-December. Relevance to gender indicator: Women are 
vastly underrepresented in decision making positions in government, although 
there is some evidence of recent improvement. Gender parity in parliamentary 
representation is still far from being realized. Without representation at this level, 
it is difficult for women to influence policy. 

  



Indicator 13: Mobile phone ownership 
 

Code SG.ICT.TOWN.ZS.FE 

License Type CC-BY 

Indicator Title (short) Mobile phone ownership 

R2M Title Share of women among mobile telephone owners. 

Indicator Title 
(database) 

Share of women among mobile telephone owners (%) 

Definition The indicator covers the number of postpaid subscriptions, and the number of 
active prepaid accounts. The indicator applies to all mobile cellular subscriptions 
that offer voice communications. 

Disaggregation available Female  

Source World Bank, Living Standards Measurement Study (LSMS) 
India Human Development Survey (IHDS) 

Topic Gender Equality: Mobile telephone use 

Periodicity Annual 

Aggregation method Weighted average 

Data Download Date 7 June 2017 

Data Download Source Burkina Faso - Enquête Multisectorielle Continue 2014 
India Human Development Survey (IHDS) 
Niger - National Survey on Household Living Conditions and Agriculture 2014, Wave 
2 Panel Data 

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

Burkina Faso: http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/2538   
India: http://ihds.info/downloading-ihds-ii-data   
Niger: http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/2676  

Metadata Link Burkina Faso:  
http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/ 
ddibrowser/2538/export/?format=pdf&generate=yes 
India: 
http://ihds.info/sites/default/files/ihds2usersguide01.pdf  
Niger: 

http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/  
ddibrowser/2676/export/?format=pdf&generate=yes  

Revision date of source 
data 

various 

http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/2538
http://ihds.info/downloading-ihds-ii-data
http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/2676
http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/ddibrowser/2538/export/?format=pdf&generate=yes
http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/ddibrowser/2538/export/?format=pdf&generate=yes
http://ihds.info/sites/default/files/ihds2usersguide01.pdf
http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/%20%20ddibrowser/2676/export/?format=pdf&generate=yes
http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/%20%20ddibrowser/2676/export/?format=pdf&generate=yes


Statistical concept and 
methodology 

Mobile cellular telephone subscriptions are subscriptions to a public 
mobile telephone service that provide access to the public switched 
telephone network (PSTN) using cellular technology. The indicator includes 
the number of postpaid subscriptions, and the number of active prepaid 
accounts. The indicator applies to all mobile cellular subscriptions that offer 
voice communications. It excludes subscriptions via data cards or USB 
modems, subscriptions to public mobile data services, private trunked 
mobile radio, telepoint, radio paging and telemetry services 
 
This indicator (Share of women among mobile telephone owners) refers to 
the subscriptions to a public mobile telephone service and provides access 
to Public Switched Telephone Network (PSTN) using cellular technology, 
including number of pre-paid SIM cards active during the past three 
months.  
 
Data on mobile cellular subscribers are derived using administrative data 
that countries (usually the regulatory telecommunication authority or the 
Ministry in charge of telecommunications) regularly, and at least annually, 
collect from telecommunications operators. 
 
Data for this indicator are readily available for approximately 90 percent of 
countries, either through ITU's World Telecommunication Indicators 
questionnaires or from official information available on the Ministry or 
Regulator's website. For the rest, information can be aggregated through 
operators' data (mainly through annual reports) and complemented by 
market research reports. Mobile cellular subscriptions (per 100 people) 
indicator is derived by all mobile subscriptions divided by the country's 
population and multiplied by 100. 

Development relevance The quality of an economy's infrastructure, including power and 
communications, is an important element in investment decisions for both 
domestic and foreign investors. In telecommunications, competition in the 
marketplace, along with sound regulation, is lowering costs, improving 
quality, and easing access to services around the globe. Access to 
telecommunication services rose on an unprecedented scale over the past 
two decades. This growth was driven primarily by wireless technologies and 
liberalization of telecommunications markets, which have enabled faster 
and less costly network rollout.  
 
Government effort alone is not enough to meet the need for investments in 
modern infrastructure; public-private partnerships, especially those 
involving local providers and financiers, are critical for lowering costs and 
delivering value for money. 
 
The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) estimates that there 
were about 6 billion mobile subscriptions globally in the early 2010s. No 

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IT.CEL.SETS.P2
http://www.itu.int/en/


technology has ever spread faster around the world. Mobile 
communications have a particularly important impact in rural areas. The 
mobility, ease of use, flexible deployment, and relatively low and declining 
rollout costs of wireless technologies enable them to reach rural 
populations with low levels of income and literacy. The next billion mobile 
subscribers will consist mainly of the rural poor.  
 
Access is the key to delivering telecommunications services to people. If the 
service is not affordable to most people, goals of universal usage will not be 
met. Mobile cellular telephone subscriptions are subscriptions to a public 
mobile telephone service using cellular technology, which provide access to 
the public switched telephone network (PSTN) using cellular technology. It 
includes postpaid and prepaid subscriptions and includes analogue and 
digital cellular systems.  

Limitations and 
exceptions 

During the past few years more information on information and 
communication technology use has become available from household and 
business surveys.  
 
Discrepancies between global and national figures may arise when 
countries use a different definition than the one used by ITU. For example, 
some countries do not include the number of ISDN channels when 
calculating the number of fixed telephone lines. Discrepancies may also 
arise in cases where the end of a fiscal year differs from that used by ITU, 
which is the end of December of every year.  
 
A number of countries have fiscal years that end in March or June of every 
year. Data are usually not adjusted but discrepancies in the definition, 
reference year or the break in comparability in between years are noted in 
a data note. For this reason, data are not always strictly comparable.  

General comments Since 2013, all DHS surveys have included a question for individual men and 
women on whether they own a mobile phone. Other surveys typically only have 
individual-level questions on use of a mobile phone or aggregate ownership/use at 
the household level 
 
Further information: 

1. World Bank: (https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IT.CEL.SETS.P2) 
2. ITU (http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-

D/Statistics/Pages/datacollection/default.aspx 

 

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IT.CEL.SETS.P2
http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/datacollection/default.aspx
http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/datacollection/default.aspx


Burkina Faso 

Statistical concept and 
methodology 

Name of Survey: Enquête Multisectorielle Continue 2014 
 
Questionnaires overview: 
There are 6 questionnaires for the study:  
 
Sampling Procedure  
The initial estimate is for a sample size of approximately 10,860 households 
(12 households in each of the 905 Enumeration Areas (EAs). The size of the 
survey sample is fixed considering the significance of requirements at 
national, regional and area of residence 
 
Data Collection Dates  
Start: 2014 
End: 2014 
Cycle: N/A  
 
Data Collection Mode  
Face-to-face [f2f]  
 
Data Collectors  
Name: Institut National de la Statistique et de la Dmographie (INSD) 
Affiliation: Gouvernement du Burkina Faso 
 
Weighting  
Weights were calculated. 

Development relevance Mobile phones provide a link to the local, national, and international 
telecommunications network. In many countries landlines do not exist, so a mobile 
device is the only way to communicate telephonically or, in many cases, to access 
the Internet. Ownership of a phone provides a woman with independent access, 
allowing her to function in the modern economy and to increase the security of her 
family. 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

Data are estimated from surveys. Results may vary from country to country 
depending on how the relevant questions were phrased, how they were asked, and 
criteria for sample inclusion. 

General comments Data for this indicator were constructed using the following data files from 
the original data source: 
emc2014_p1_individu_27022015.dta 
emc2014_p1_emploi_27022015.dta 
emc2014_p2_emploi_27022015.dta 
emc2014_p2_individu_27022015.dta 
emc2014_p3_emploi_27022015.dta 
emc2014_p4_individu_27022015.dta 
emc2014_p4_emploi_27022015.dta 
emc2014_p4_education_27022015.dta 
 
Variables used to construct this indicator are as follow below: 



B2: [NOM] est-il un homme ou une femme? 

ET26 : Est-ce que [NOM] a un t l phone mobile qui lui appartient? 
 
The indicator was created by dividing the number of individuals who were 
both female and owned mobile phones by all individuals who own mobile 
phones.  

 

India 

Statistical concept and 
methodology 

Name of Survey: - India Human Development Survey (IHDS)-II, Release 01 

• The India Human Development Survey 2012 (IHDS) is a nationally 
representative, multi-topic panel survey of 42,152 households in 384 
districts, 1420 villages and 1042 urban neighborhoods across India.  

• Most of these households had been interviewed for IHDS-I. Both 
surveys cover all states and union territories of India with the 
exception of Andaman/Nicobar and Lakshadweep.  

• Two one-hour interviews in each household covered health, 
education, employment, economic status, marriage, fertility, gender 
relations, and social capital.  

• Children aged 8-11 completed short reading, writing and arithmetic 
tests. Additional youth, village, school, and medical facility 
interviews will be available later.  

• IHDS was jointly organized by researchers from the University of 
Maryland and the National Council of Applied Economic Research 
(NCAER), New Delhi. 

Development relevance Mobile phones provide a link to the local, national, and international 
telecommunications network. In many countries landlines do not exist, so a mobile 
device is the only way to communicate telephonically or, in many cases, to access 
the Internet. Ownership of a phone provides a woman with independent access, 
allowing her to function in the modern economy and to increase the security of her 
family. 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

Data are estimated from surveys. Results may vary from country to country 
depending on how the relevant questions were phrased, how they were asked, and 
criteria for sample inclusion. 

General comments Data for this indicator were constructed using the following data files from 
the original data source: 
36151-0001-Data.dta 
 
Variables used to construct this indicator are as follow below: 
RO3: HQ4 2.3 Sex 
MM12Y: HQ22 13.12 owns mobile 
 
The indicator was created by dividing the number of individuals who were 
both female and owned mobile phones by all individuals who own mobile 
phones. 
 



Bibliographic Citation: “Desai, Sonalde, Amaresh Dubey, and Reeve 
Vanneman. India Human Development Survey-II (IHDS-II) [Computer file]. 
University of Maryland and National Council of Applied Economic Research, 
New Delhi [producers], 2015. Ann Arbor, MI: Inter-university Consortium for 
Political and Social Research [distributor].” 

 

Niger 

Statistical concept and 
methodology 

Name of Survey: National Survey on Household Living Conditions and 
Agriculture 2014, Wave 2 Panel Data 
 
Sampling Procedure - 2014 Survey - The ECVM/A 2014 is a panel survey with 
the ECVM/A 2011. All households are identified by three variables - GRAPPE, 
MENAGE and EXTENSION. GRAPPE is the cluster in which the household is 
located and MENAGE is the household number within that cluster. The 
GRAPPE and MENAGE identifiers of the households in 2014 are identical with 
the grappe and menage identifiers in 2011. 
 
In the ECVM/A 2014, all households that had been interviewed in 2011 were 
tracked. Households that did not move were interviewed in their existing 
location. Households that had moved to other locations in Niger were 
followed and interviewed in their new locations if they could be found in the 
new location. Households that moved outside of Niger were not followed. 
Households are identified by the GRAPPE and MENAGE identifiers from 2011 
even if they moved to a new location.  
 
Individuals who moved from households, for example women who married 
and moved to their husband’s household or men who moved out to form 
their own household, were also tracked. In the new location, the individual 
and all members in the new household were supposed to be interviewed. 
However, in the final data set it is difficult to determine among the 
households of tracked individuals which one was in the original household 
and which are the new participants in the survey. While the GRAPPE and 
MENAGE are identical between the 2011 household and the movers from 
the 2014 survey, the individual identifiers within the household cannot be 
matched for these households.  
 
Households that did not move are identified as code “0” in the variable 
EXTENSION. Households that moved as an entire household are identified as 
code “1” in variable EXTENSION. Households with an individual who moved 
from an original household and resided in a new household in 2014 are 
identified as code “2” in variable EXTENSION.  
 
Within households, individuals should have the same identification numbers 
as they had in 2011. The variable MS01Q00 in the 2014 data contains the 
individual identification number within the household. In 2011, the variable 
is ms01q00. The identification numbers for members who left the household 



between 2011 and 2014 should not be found in the 2014 data. Their 
identification numbers should not have been reassigned to any other 
members. New members who joined the household after the 2011 survey 
will have identification numbers starting after the highest identification 
number found in the 2011 data. It is always possible that there were 
mistakes made in the identification of individuals in the households and the 
data may not be perfectly matched.  
 
The households that moved maintain the GRAPPE (cluster) and MENAGE 
(household within the cluster) identification information from 2011 so that 
they can be matched back to information from the 2011 survey. They may 
have moved to a different region in the country, but are identified with their 
original location. 
 
Weighting - In order to produce nationally representative statistics with the 
data, weights or expansion factors need to be applied. The sample weight 
(hhweight) is found in the constructed data sets.  

Development relevance Mobile phones provide a link to the local, national, and international 
telecommunications network. In many countries landlines do not exist, so a mobile 
device is the only way to communicate telephonically or, in many cases, to access 
the Internet. Ownership of a phone provides a woman with independent access, 
allowing her to function in the modern economy and to increase the security of her 
family. 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

Data are estimated from surveys. Results may vary from country to country 
depending on how the relevant questions were phrased, how they were asked, and 
criteria for sample inclusion. 

General comments Data for this indicator were constructed using the following data files from 
the original data source: 
ECVMA2_MS01P1.dta 
ECVMA2_MS02P1.dta 
ECVMA2_MS03P1.dta 
ECVMA2_MS04P1.dta 
 
Variables used to construct this indicator are as follow below: 
MS01Q01: Sexe 

MS02Q26: A un t l phone mobile qui lui appartient 
 
The indicator was created by dividing the number of individuals who were 
both female and owned mobile phones by all individuals who own mobile 
phones. 

 

Indicator 14: Idleness 
 

Code SL.EMP.IDLE.ZS.FE 

License Type CC-BY 

Indicator Title (short) Idleness 

http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/ddibrowser/2676/export/?format=pdf&generate=yes


R2M Title Proportion of young women who are idle (women 15-24 who are not employed not 
in school and not looking for work). 

Indicator Title 
(database) 

Proportion of young women who are idle (women 15-24 who are not employed not 
in school and not looking for work) 

Definition This indicator measures whether the Survey respondent is looking for work, is 
enrolled in school, or is not currently looking for work (being idle) 

Disaggregation available Female  
 

Source World Bank, Living Standards Measurement Study (LSMS) 

Topic Labor: Idleness 

Periodicity Not available 

Aggregation method Weighted average 

Data Download Date 7 June 2017 

Data Download Source Burkina Faso - Enquête Multisectorielle Continue 2014 
Mali - Enquête Agricole de Conjoncture Intégrée 2014 
Niger - National Survey on Household Living Conditions and Agriculture 
2014, Wave 2 Panel Data 
 

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

Burkina Faso: http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/2538  
Mali: http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/2583    
Niger: http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/2676  
 

Metadata Link Burkina Faso: http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/ 
ddibrowser/2538/export/?format=pdf&generate=yes  
Mali: http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/ 
ddibrowser/2583/export/?format=pdf&generate=yes  
Niger: http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/ 
ddibrowser/2676/export/?format=pdf&generate=yes  

Revision date of source 
data 

Various 

 

 

http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/2538
http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/2583
http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/2676
http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/%20ddibrowser/2538/export/?format=pdf&generate=yes
http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/%20ddibrowser/2538/export/?format=pdf&generate=yes
http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/%20ddibrowser/2583/export/?format=pdf&generate=yes
http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/%20ddibrowser/2583/export/?format=pdf&generate=yes
http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/%20ddibrowser/2676/export/?format=pdf&generate=yes
http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/%20ddibrowser/2676/export/?format=pdf&generate=yes


Burkina Faso 

Statistical concept and 
methodology 

Name of Survey: Enquête Multisectorielle Continue 2014 
 
Questionnaires overview: 
There are 6 questionnaires for the study:  
 
Sampling Procedure  
The initial estimate is for a sample size of approximately 10,860 households 
(12 households in each of the 905 Enumeration Areas (EAs). The size of the 
survey sample is fixed considering the significance of requirements at national, 
regional and area of residence 
 
Data Collection Dates  
Start: 2014 
End: 2014 
Cycle: N/A  
 
Data Collection Mode  
Face-to-face [f2f]  
 
Data Collectors  
Name: Institut National de la Statistique et de la Dmographie (INSD) 
Affiliation: Gouvernement du Burkina Faso 
 
Weighting  
Weights were calculated.  

Development relevance Not Available 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

Not Available 

General comments Data for this indicator were constructed using the following data files from the 
original data source: 
emc2014_p1_individu_27022015.dta 
emc2014_p1_emploi_27022015.dta 
emc2014_p2_emploi_27022015.dta 
emc2014_p2_individu_27022015.dta 
emc2014_p3_emploi_27022015.dta 
emc2014_p4_individu_27022015.dta 
emc2014_p4_emploi_27022015.dta 
emc2014_p4_education_27022015.dta 
 
Variables used to construct this indicator are as follow below: 
B2: [NOM] est-il un homme ou une femme? 

ET10: [NOM] a-t-il fr quent  une cole au cours de l'ann e scolaire 
2013/2014? 
E26 : Quel est le principal employeur de  [NOM]  dans cet emploi? 



E54 : Quel est le principal employeur de  [NOM]  dans cet emploi? 

E09 : Au cours des 7 derniers jours,  [NOM] a-t-il travaill  au moins une heure 
comme 
 
This indicator was created by isolating the women who were not in school 
during the past 1 year, engaging in no self/wage employment (main or 
secondary) in the last 7 days, and not looking work during the last 7 days.  

 

Mali 

Statistical concept and 
methodology 

Name of Survey: Enquête Agricole de Conjoncture Intégrée 2014  
 
Sampling Procedure  
L'EAC-I est une enqute par sondage. Elle se distingue d'un recensement en ce 
sens que tous les mnages/exploitations ne sont pas enquts. Elle s'effectue 
auprs d'un nombre restreint d'units d'observations (exploitations agricoles en 
milieu rural, mnage en milieu urbain) slectionnes parmi l'ensemble plus vaste 
de toutes les units du domaine d'intrt en question. Ce nombre restreint d'units 
d'observations constitue l'chantillon. Il est dtermin de telle sorte qu'il soit un 
format rduit de la population tudie.  
 
(“The EAC-I is a sample survey. It differs from a census in that not all 
households / farms are surveyed. It is carried out with a limited number of 
observation units (rural farms, urban households) selected from the wider set 
of all units in the area of interest in question. This small number of observation 
units constitutes the sample. It is determined in such a way that it is a reduced 
format of the population studied.”) 
 
Overview  
Les outils de collecte sont les fiches de dnombrement des 
mnages/exploitations Q1a et Q1b et les questionnaires suivants :  

- Questionnaire Exploitation Agricole Lger : Le questionnaire de type 1 
qui incorpore les questions permettant essentiellement l'estimation de 
la production cralire et les autres questions traites par l'EAC classique  

- Les questionnaires de type 2 sont le Questionnaire Mnage Lourd et le 
Questionnaire Exploitation Agricole Lourd : Les deux questionnaires 
comportent plusieurs modules et permettent d'obtenir en plus des 
donnes sur l'agriculture, plus de dtails sur le niveau et les conditions de 
vie des mnages.  

- Questionnaire Communautaire : Il renseigne non seulement sur les 
infrastructures et les besoins des communauts, mais aussi sur les prix 
de denres alimentaires dans ses localits.  

- Questionnaire Rendement  
 
(“The collection tools are the Q1a and Q1b household / farm enumeration 
sheets and the following questionnaires: 



- Lerger Agricultural Questionnaire: The Type 1 questionnaire which 
incorporates the questions essentially allowing the estimation of the 
crude production and the other questions treated by the classic EAC 

- Type 2 questionnaires are the Heavy Mobility Questionnaire and the 
Heavy Agricultural Questionnaire: The two questionnaires contain 
several modules and provide, in addition to data on agriculture, more 
details on the level and living conditions of households. 

- Community Questionnaire: It provides information not only on the 
infrastructure and needs of the communities, but also on the prices of 
foodstuffs in its localities. 

- Performance Quiz”) 
 
Data Collection Notes  
L'EAC-I se droule en deux passages, c'est--dire que chaque exploitation 
agricole ou mnage est visite deux fois. Le premier passage a lieu entre Juillet et 
Aot 2014 au moment des semis dans les rgions agricoles; le second passage a 
lieu entre Octobre et Dcembre 2014, pendant la priode des rcoltes. Ce manuel 
traite de l'administration des questionnaires du premier passage 
essentiellement.  
 
(“The EAC-I takes place in two passes, that is, each farm or household is visited 
twice. The first passage takes place between July and August 2014 at the time 
of sowing in the agricultural regions; the second passage takes place between 
October and December 2014, during the harvest period. This manual deals 
with the administration of the questionnaires of the first passage essentially.”) 
 
Data Collectors  
Name: Cellule de Planification et de Statistiques / Institut National de la 
Statistique 
Abbreviation: CPS / l’INSTAT 
Affiliation: Ministre du Dveloppement Rural / Gouvernement du Mali 
 
Data Collection Dates  
Start 2014-07-01 / 2015-10-01 
End 2014-08-01 / 2014-12-01 
Cycle N/A  
 
Data Collection Mode  
Face-to-face [f2f 

Development relevance Not Available 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

Not Available 

General comments Data for this indicator were constructed using the following data files from the 
original data source: 
EACIIND_p1.dta 
EACIIND_p2.dta 
 



Variables used to construct this indicator are as follow below: 
s01q01: Sexe 

s02q06: A fr quent  une cole au cours de l'ann e scolaire 2012/2013 

s04q09: A cherch  un emploi r mun r  au cours des 7 derniers jours 
s04q23: Principal employeur dans cet emploi 
s04q46: Principal employeur dans cet emploi secondaire 
 
This indicator was created by isolating the women who were not in school 
during the past 1 year, engaging in no self/wage employment (main or 
secondary) in the last 7 days, and not looking work during the last 7 days. 

 

Niger 

Statistical concept and 
methodology 

Name of Survey: National Survey on Household Living Conditions and 
Agriculture 2014, Wave 2 Panel Data 
 
Sampling Procedure - 2014 Survey - The ECVM/A 2014 is a panel survey with 
the ECVM/A 2011. All households are identified by three variables - GRAPPE, 
MENAGE and EXTENSION. GRAPPE is the cluster in which the household is 
located and MENAGE is the household number within that cluster. The 
GRAPPE and MENAGE identifiers of the households in 2014 are identical with 
the grappe and menage identifiers in 2011. 
 
In the ECVM/A 2014, all households that had been interviewed in 2011 were 
tracked. Households that did not move were interviewed in their existing 
location. Households that had moved to other locations in Niger were followed 
and interviewed in their new locations if they could be found in the new 
location. Households that moved outside of Niger were not followed. 
Households are identified by the GRAPPE and MENAGE identifiers from 2011 
even if they moved to a new location.  
 
Individuals who moved from households, for example women who married 
and moved to their husband’s household or men who moved out to form their 
own household, were also tracked. In the new location, the individual and all 
members in the new household were supposed to be interviewed. However, in 
the final data set it is difficult to determine among the households of tracked 
individuals which one was in the original household and which are the new 
participants in the survey. While the GRAPPE and MENAGE are identical 
between the 2011 household and the movers from the 2014 survey, the 
individual identifiers within the household cannot be matched for these 
households.  
 
Households that did not move are identified as code “0” in the variable 
EXTENSION. Households that moved as an entire household are identified as 
code “1” in variable EXTENSION. Households with an individual who moved 
from an original household and resided in a new household in 2014 are 
identified as code “2” in variable EXTENSION.  
 



Within households, individuals should have the same identification numbers as 
they had in 2011. The variable MS01Q00 in the 2014 data contains the 
individual identification number within the household. In 2011, the variable is 
ms01q00. The identification numbers for members who left the household 
between 2011 and 2014 should not be found in the 2014 data. Their 
identification numbers should not have been reassigned to any other 
members. New members who joined the household after the 2011 survey will 
have identification numbers starting after the highest identification number 
found in the 2011 data. It is always possible that there were mistakes made in 
the identification of individuals in the households and the data may not be 
perfectly matched.  
 
The households that moved maintain the GRAPPE (cluster) and MENAGE 
(household within the cluster) identification information from 2011 so that 
they can be matched back to information from the 2011 survey. They may 
have moved to a different region in the country, but are identified with their 
original location. 
 
Weighting - In order to produce nationally representative statistics with the 
data, weights or expansion factors need to be applied. The sample weight 
(hhweight) is found in the constructed data sets.  

Development relevance Not Available 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

Not Available 

General comments Data for this indicator were constructed using the following data files from the 
original data source: 
ECVMA2_MS01P1.dta 
ECVMA2_MS02P1.dta 
ECVMA2_MS03P1.dta 
ECVMA2_MS04P1.dta 
 
Variables used to construct this indicator are as follow below: 
MS01Q01: Sexe 

MS02Q10: Fr quentaion scolaire 2012/2013 

MS04Q10: A cherch  un emploi r mun r  au cours des 7 derniers jours 
MS04Q24: Principal employeur dans cet emploi 
 
This indicator was created by isolating the women who were not in school 
during the past 1 year, engaging in no self/wage employment (main or 
secondary) in the last 7 days, and not looking work during the last 7 days. 

 

 

  

http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/ddibrowser/2676/export/?format=pdf&generate=yes


Indicator 15: Employment 
 

Code SL.EMP.TOTL.MF 
SL.EMP.TOTP.ZS.MF 
SL.EMP.TOTL.FE 
SL.EMP.TOTP.ZS.FE 
SL.EMP.TOTL.MA 
SL.EMP.TOTP.ZS.MA 

License Type CC-BY 

Indicator Title (short) Employment rate 

R2M Title Females employed as a ratio of the working-age female population (15 to 59), and 
female to male ratio 

Indicator Title 
(database) 

Employment 
Employment to Population Ratio (% of population) 
Employment, female 
Employment to Population Ratio (% of population), female 
Employment, male 
Employment to Population Ratio (% of population), male 

Definition The employment-to-population ratio is the proportion of a country’s working- age 
population that is employed. Employment comprises all persons of working age who 
during a specified brief period, such as one week or one day, were in the following 
categories: a) paid employment (whether at work or with a job but not at work); or 
b) self-employment (whether at work or with an enterprise but not at work). 

Disaggregation available Both, female, and male 
 

Source International Labour Organization (ILO) 

Topic Labor: Employment 

Periodicity Annual 

Aggregation method Weighted average 

Data Download Date 15 June 2017 

Data Download Source ILOSTAT database 

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/Page2
7.jspx?subject=EMP&indicator=EMP_DWAP_SEX_AGE_RT&datasetCode=A&collecti
onCode=YI&_afrLoop=584759884207383&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=s82
l8o6b9_182#!%40%40%3Findicator%3DEMP_DWAP_SEX_AGE_RT%26_afrWindowId
%3Ds82l8o6b9_182%26subject%3DEMP%26_afrLoop%3D584759884207383%26dat
asetCode%3DA%26collectionCode%3DYI%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-
state%3Ds82l8o6b9_214  

Metadata Link http://www.ilo.org/ilostat-files/Documents/description_EPR_EN.pdf  

Revision date of source 
data 

November 2016 

http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/Page27.jspx?subject=EMP&indicator=EMP_DWAP_SEX_AGE_RT&datasetCode=A&collectionCode=YI&_afrLoop=584759884207383&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=s82l8o6b9_182#!%40%40%3Findicator%3DEMP_DWAP_SEX_AGE_RT%26_afrWindowId%3Ds82l8o6b9_182%26subject%3DEMP%26_afrLoop%3D584759884207383%26datasetCode%3DA%26collectionCode%3DYI%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3Ds82l8o6b9_214
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/Page27.jspx?subject=EMP&indicator=EMP_DWAP_SEX_AGE_RT&datasetCode=A&collectionCode=YI&_afrLoop=584759884207383&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=s82l8o6b9_182#!%40%40%3Findicator%3DEMP_DWAP_SEX_AGE_RT%26_afrWindowId%3Ds82l8o6b9_182%26subject%3DEMP%26_afrLoop%3D584759884207383%26datasetCode%3DA%26collectionCode%3DYI%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3Ds82l8o6b9_214
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/Page27.jspx?subject=EMP&indicator=EMP_DWAP_SEX_AGE_RT&datasetCode=A&collectionCode=YI&_afrLoop=584759884207383&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=s82l8o6b9_182#!%40%40%3Findicator%3DEMP_DWAP_SEX_AGE_RT%26_afrWindowId%3Ds82l8o6b9_182%26subject%3DEMP%26_afrLoop%3D584759884207383%26datasetCode%3DA%26collectionCode%3DYI%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3Ds82l8o6b9_214
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/Page27.jspx?subject=EMP&indicator=EMP_DWAP_SEX_AGE_RT&datasetCode=A&collectionCode=YI&_afrLoop=584759884207383&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=s82l8o6b9_182#!%40%40%3Findicator%3DEMP_DWAP_SEX_AGE_RT%26_afrWindowId%3Ds82l8o6b9_182%26subject%3DEMP%26_afrLoop%3D584759884207383%26datasetCode%3DA%26collectionCode%3DYI%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3Ds82l8o6b9_214
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/Page27.jspx?subject=EMP&indicator=EMP_DWAP_SEX_AGE_RT&datasetCode=A&collectionCode=YI&_afrLoop=584759884207383&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=s82l8o6b9_182#!%40%40%3Findicator%3DEMP_DWAP_SEX_AGE_RT%26_afrWindowId%3Ds82l8o6b9_182%26subject%3DEMP%26_afrLoop%3D584759884207383%26datasetCode%3DA%26collectionCode%3DYI%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3Ds82l8o6b9_214
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/Page27.jspx?subject=EMP&indicator=EMP_DWAP_SEX_AGE_RT&datasetCode=A&collectionCode=YI&_afrLoop=584759884207383&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=s82l8o6b9_182#!%40%40%3Findicator%3DEMP_DWAP_SEX_AGE_RT%26_afrWindowId%3Ds82l8o6b9_182%26subject%3DEMP%26_afrLoop%3D584759884207383%26datasetCode%3DA%26collectionCode%3DYI%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3Ds82l8o6b9_214
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/Page27.jspx?subject=EMP&indicator=EMP_DWAP_SEX_AGE_RT&datasetCode=A&collectionCode=YI&_afrLoop=584759884207383&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=s82l8o6b9_182#!%40%40%3Findicator%3DEMP_DWAP_SEX_AGE_RT%26_afrWindowId%3Ds82l8o6b9_182%26subject%3DEMP%26_afrLoop%3D584759884207383%26datasetCode%3DA%26collectionCode%3DYI%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3Ds82l8o6b9_214
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat-files/Documents/description_EPR_EN.pdf


Statistical concept and 
methodology 

The labor force is the supply of labor available for producing goods and 
services in an economy. It includes people who are currently employed and 
people who are unemployed but seeking work as well as first-time job-
seekers. Labor force statistics by gender is important to monitor gender 
disparities in employment patterns. Estimates of women in the labor force 
and employment are generally lower than those of men and are not 
comparable internationally, reflecting that demographic, social, legal, and 
cultural trends and norms determine whether women’s activities are 
regarded as economic 
 
The employment-to-population ratio is the proportion of a country’s 
working- age population that is employed. The working- age population is 
the population above the legal working age, but for statistical purposes it 
comprises all persons above a specified minimum age threshold – in general 
all persons aged 15 and older.   
 
The employment-to-population ratio defines the proportion of a country’s 
working age population that is employed. A high ratio means that a large 
proportion of a country’s population is employed, while a low ratio means 
that a large share of the population is not involved directly in market-related 
activities, because they are either unemployed or (more likely) out of the 
labor force altogether 
 
Employment-to-population ratios are becoming increasingly common as a 
basis for labor market comparisons across countries or groups of countries. 
Employment numbers alone are inadequate for purposes of comparison 
unless expressed as a share of the population who could be working. The use 
of a ratio helps determine how much of the population of a country is 
contributing to the production of goods and services.  

Development relevance Globally, patterns of women participation in the labor force vary by marital 
status as well as rural and urban areas. The labor force participation of 
women is sometimes constrained by attitudes within cultures that restrict 
some women to home-based outwork, family-operated enterprises, or 
industries that employ family-based groups. In most countries, a smaller 
proportion of women than men are employed-Women’s employment rates 
are lowest in Afghanistan and Saudi Arabia, where traditional roles and 
cultural norms keep many women out of the workforce. 
 
The employment-to-population ratio provides information on the ability of 
an economy to create employment; for many countries, the indicator is 
often more insightful than the unemployment rate. In general, a high overall 
ratio is typically considered as positive  
 
Employment-to-population ratios are of interest when broken down by sex, 
as the ratios for men and women can provide information on gender 
differences in labor market activity. Women are often the primary child 



caretakers and responsible for various tasks at home, which can prohibit 
them from seeking paid employment.  
 
Labor force statistics by gender is important to monitor gender disparities in 
employment patterns. Estimates of women in the labor force and 
employment are generally lower than those of men and are not comparable 
internationally, reflecting that demographic, social, legal, and cultural trends 
and norms determine whether women’s activities are regarded as economic. 
 
Women’s wage work is important for economic growth and the well-being of 
families. But women often face such obstacles as restricted access to credit markets, 
capital, land, and training and education; time constraints due to traditional family 
responsibilities; and labor market bias and discrimination. These obstacles force 
women to limit their full participation in paid economic activities, to be less 
productive, and to receive lower wages. 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

Comparability of employment ratios across countries is affected most 
significantly by variations in the definitions used for the employment and 
population figures. Perhaps the biggest differences result from age coverage, 
such as the lower and upper bounds for labor force activity.  
 
The population base for employment-to-population ratios can vary across 
countries. In general, information for this indicator is derived from 
household surveys, mainly labor force surveys. Some countries, however, 
use “official estimates” or population censuses as the source of their 
employment figures. 
 
Comparisons can also be problematic when the frequency of data collection 
varies widely. The range of information collection can run from one month 
to 12 months in a year. Given the fact that seasonality of various kinds is 
undoubtedly present in all countries, employment ratios can vary for this 
reason alone. Countries with employment-to- population ratios based on 
less than full- year survey periods can be expected to have ratios that are not 
directly comparable with those from full-year, month-by-month collections.  
 
Labor force surveys are typically the preferred source of information for 
determining the employment-to-population ratio. These Labor Force surveys 
generally provide an opportunity for the simultaneous measurement of the 
employed, the unemployed and persons outside the labor force (and thus, 
the working-age population) in a coherent framework.  
 
Other types of household surveys and population censuses could also be 
used as sources of data to derive employment-to-population ratios. The 
information obtained from such sources may however be less reliable since 
they do not typically allow for detailed probing on the labor market activities 
of the respondents. 



General comments Employment rates of both men and women can differ substantially from 
country to country, so the ratio of female to male employment rates 
provides a normalized, comparative measure of women’s employment. The 
employment rate alone is more useful for tracking change over time and 
through the economic cycle in a single country. The concept that 
employment is central to poverty reduction was firmly acknowledged in the 
framework of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG).  
 
Living Standards and Measurement Study (LSMS) surveys also include an 
employment module. 

 

 
  



Indicator 16: Self-employment 
 

Code SL.EMP.SELF.MF 
SL.EMP.SELP.ZS.MF 
SL.EMP.SELF.FE 
SL.EMP.SELP.ZS.FE 
SL.EMP.SELF.MA 
SL.EMP.SELP.ZS.MA 

License Type CC-BY 

Indicator Title (short) Self-employment 

R2M Title Proportion of employed workers who are self-employed  

Indicator Title 
(database) 

Self-Employment  
Self-Employment (% of population) 
Self-Employment, female 
Self-Employment (% of population), female 
Self-Employment, male 
Self-Employment (% of population), male 

Definition Self-employed workers are those workers who, working on their own account or 
with one or a few partners or in cooperative, hold the type of jobs defined as a 
"self-employment jobs." That is, jobs where the remuneration is directly dependent 
upon the profits derived from the goods and services produced. Self-employed 
workers include four sub-categories of employers, own-account workers, members 
of producers' cooperatives, and contributing family workers. 

Disaggregation available Both, female, and male 

Source International Labour Organisation (ILO) 

Topic Labor: Self-Employment 

Periodicity Annual 

Aggregation method Weighted average 

Data Download Date 15 June 2017 

Data Download Source ILO, Key Indicators of the Labour Market (KILM) Database 

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarch
y/Page3.jspx?MBI_ID=32&_afrLoop=1929040789729039&_afrWindowMod
e=0&_afrWindowId=hhmouj6z1_18#!%40%40%3F_afrWindowId%3Dhhmo
uj6z1_18%26_afrLoop%3D1929040789729039%26MBI_ID%3D32%26_afrW
indowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3Dhhmouj6z1_38 

Metadata Link http://www.ilo.org/ilostat-files/Documents/description_STE_EN.pdf 

Revision date of source 
data 

November 2016 

Statistical concept and 
methodology 

Employment comprises all persons of working age who during a specified brief 
period, were in the following categories: a) paid employment (whether at work or 
with a job but not at work); or b) self-employment (whether at work or with an 
enterprise but not at work).  

The working- age population is the population above the legal working age, and is 
often defined as all persons aged 15 and older. The classification by status in 

http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/Page3.jspx?MBI_ID=32&_afrLoop=1929040789729039&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=hhmouj6z1_18#!%40%40%3F_afrWindowId%3Dhhmouj6z1_18%26_afrLoop%3D1929040789729039%26MBI_ID%3D32%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3Dhhmouj6z1_38
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/Page3.jspx?MBI_ID=32&_afrLoop=1929040789729039&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=hhmouj6z1_18#!%40%40%3F_afrWindowId%3Dhhmouj6z1_18%26_afrLoop%3D1929040789729039%26MBI_ID%3D32%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3Dhhmouj6z1_38
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/Page3.jspx?MBI_ID=32&_afrLoop=1929040789729039&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=hhmouj6z1_18#!%40%40%3F_afrWindowId%3Dhhmouj6z1_18%26_afrLoop%3D1929040789729039%26MBI_ID%3D32%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3Dhhmouj6z1_38
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/Page3.jspx?MBI_ID=32&_afrLoop=1929040789729039&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=hhmouj6z1_18#!%40%40%3F_afrWindowId%3Dhhmouj6z1_18%26_afrLoop%3D1929040789729039%26MBI_ID%3D32%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3Dhhmouj6z1_38
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/Page3.jspx?MBI_ID=32&_afrLoop=1929040789729039&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=hhmouj6z1_18#!%40%40%3F_afrWindowId%3Dhhmouj6z1_18%26_afrLoop%3D1929040789729039%26MBI_ID%3D32%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3Dhhmouj6z1_38
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat-files/Documents/description_STE_EN.pdf


employment refers to inherent characteristics of the jobs held by the employed 
population.  

Data presented by status in employment is based on the 1993 International 
Classification of Status in Employment (ICSE-93) that can be grouped under two 
main types of jobs:  

1. Paid employment jobs (employees) 
2. Self-employment jobs (employers, own-account workers, 

contributing family workers and members of producers’ 
cooperatives)  

Employers are those workers who, working on their own account or with one or a 
few partners, hold the type of jobs defined as a “self- employment jobs.” It is 
particularly common among women, especially women in households where other 
members engage in self-employment, specifically in running a family business or in 
farming. Where large shares of workers are contributing family workers, there is 
likely to be poor development, little job growth, widespread poverty and often a 
large rural economy. 

Where the proportion of own- account workers (self-employed without hired 
employees) is sizeable, it may be an indication of a large agriculture sector and low 
growth in the formal economy. Contributing family work is a form of labor – 
generally unpaid, although compensation might come indirectly in the form of 
family income – that supports production for the market.  

The indicator of status in employment is strongly linked to the employment-by-
economic activity indicator. With economic growth, one would expect to see a shift 
in employment from the agricultural to the industry and services sectors, which, in 
turn, would be reflected in an increase in the number of wage and salaried 
workers. Also, a shrinking share of employment in agriculture would result in a 
lower proportion of contributing family workers, who are often widespread in the 
rural sector in developing economies. Countries that show falling proportions of 
either the share of own-account workers or contributing family workers, and a 
complementary rise in the share of employees, accompany the move from a low-
income situation with a large informal or rural sector to a higher-income situation 
with high job growth.  

Labor force surveys are typically the preferred source of information on 
employment by status in employment. Such surveys can be designed to cover 
virtually the entire non- institutional population of a given country, all branches of 
economic activity, all sectors of the economy and all categories of workers, 
including the self-employed, contributing family workers, casual workers and 
multiple jobholders.  

Development relevance Globally, patterns of women participation in the labor force vary by marital 
status as well as rural and urban areas. The labor force participation of 
women is sometimes constrained by attitudes within cultures that restrict 
some women to home-based outwork, family-operated enterprises, or 
industries that employ family-based groups. Many women work in domestic 
work, as migrant agricultural labor, provide eldercare and childcare, and in 
low-wage manufacturing. In many developing countries, female 
participation in labor force is limited by cultural beliefs, social practices, and 
laws that subordinated women to men. In the 20th century, public 



perceptions of paid work have shifted as the labor force has increasingly 
moved to office jobs that do not require heavy labor. Especially in the 
developed economies, women have been increasingly acquiring higher 
education that has led to better-compensated, longer-term careers rather 
than lower-skilled, shorter-term jobs. 
 
According to ILO, unpaid family workers at work should be considered as in 
self-employment irrespective of the number of hours worked during the 
reference period. More women than men are in unpaid family employment 
and part-time employment. And men and women have different 
occupational distributions. 
 
Labor force statistics by gender is important to monitor gender disparities 
in employment patterns. Estimates of women in the labor force and 
employment are generally lower than those of men and are not comparable 
internationally, reflecting that demographic, social, legal, and cultural 
trends and norms determine whether women’s activities are regarded as 
economic. 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

Comparability of employment statistics across countries is affected most 
significantly by variations in the definitions used for the employment figures. 
Estimates of employment are also likely to vary according to whether members of 
the armed forces are included. Many factors can limit the comparability of statistics 
on employment by status in employment between countries or over time 

Comparisons can also be problematic when the frequency of data collection varies 
widely. The range of information collection can run from one month to 12 months 
in a year. Given the fact that seasonality of various kinds is undoubtedly present in 
all countries, employment figures can vary for this reason alone. Also, changes in 
the level of employment can occur throughout the year, but this can be obscured 
when fewer observations are available.  

It is also important to note that some countries group together some of the 
International Classification by Status in Employment (ICSE) categories (including for 
example members of producers’ cooperatives with wage and salaried workers, or 
own account workers with employers), affecting the comparability of the statistics.  

There is no official International Labour Organization definition of fulltime work, so 
the definition of part-time or Self-employed workers differs across countries and 
thus comparisons should be made with caution.  



General comments Proportion of employed who are own-account (self-employed) workers presents 
data on employment across status in employment categories, based on the 
International Classification by Status in Employment (ICSE).  

According to ILO guidelines, self-employment jobs are those jobs where the 
remuneration is directly dependent upon the profits (or the potential for profits) 
derived from the goods or services produced (where own consumption is 
considered to be part of the profits). Different types of self-employment jobs are 
distinguished according to the type of authority they will have over the productive 
unit which they represent or for which they work. Own-account workers have the 
same authority over the economic unit as the ‘employers’, but do not engage 
‘employees’ on a continuous basis.  

This indicator is taken as a measure of vulnerable or uncertain employment. Own-
account workers are defined by the ILO as workers who, working on their own 
account or with one or more partners, hold the type of jobs defined as a self-
employment and have not engaged on a continuous basis any employees to work 
for them during the reference period. They are less likely to be protected by labor 
laws or to have recourse to unemployment insurance or other types of social 
protection. Labor force surveys are the principal source of data.  

ILO current Guidelines (http://www.ilo.org/global/statistics-and-
databases/statistics-overview-and-topics/status-in-employment/current-
guidelines/lang--en/index.htm) 

 
  

http://www.ilo.org/global/statistics-and-databases/statistics-overview-and-topics/status-in-employment/current-guidelines/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/statistics-and-databases/statistics-overview-and-topics/status-in-employment/current-guidelines/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/statistics-and-databases/statistics-overview-and-topics/status-in-employment/current-guidelines/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/statistics-and-databases/statistics-overview-and-topics/status-in-employment/current-guidelines/lang--en/index.htm


Indicator 17: Non-agricultural employment 
 

Code SL.EMP.NAGP.ZS.MF 
SL.EMP.NAGR.MF  
SL.EMP.NAGP.ZS.FE 
SL.EMP.NAGR.FE  
SL.EMP.NAGP.ZS.MA 
SL.EMP.NAGR.MA 

License Type CC-BY  

Indicator Title (short) Non-agricultural employment 

R2M Title Non-agricultural wage employment (% of total employment) 
Non-agricultural wage employment 

Indicator Title 
(database) 

Non-agricultural wage employment (% of total employment) 
Non-agricultural wage employment 
Non-agricultural wage employment (% of total employment), female 
Non-agricultural wage employment, female 
Non-agricultural wage employment (% of total employment), male 
Non-agricultural wage employment, male 

Definition This indicator provides information on how jobs held by persons are classified based 
on the associated type of economic risk and the type of authority of job incumbents 
over establishments and other workers. 

Disaggregation available Both, female, and male 

Source International Labour Organisation (ILO) 

Topic Labor: Non-agricultural employment 

Periodicity Annual 

Aggregation method Weighted average 

Data Download Date 15 June 2017 

Data Download Source ILO, Key Indicators of the Labour Market (KILM) Database 

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/page 
hierarchy/Page3.jspx?MBI_ID=33&_afrLoop=208216032043171&_ 
afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=7viz6d0ka_35#!%40%40%3F_ 
afrWindowId%3D7viz6d0ka_35%26_afrLoop%3D208216032043171 
%26MBI_ID%3D33%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state% 
3D7viz6d0ka_79 

Metadata Link http://www.ilo.org/ilostat-files/Documents/description_ECO_EN.pdf 
 

Revision Date of 
Database (if applicable) 
in Source  

November 2016 

Statistical concept and 
methodology 

Employment comprises all persons of working age who during a specified brief 
period, such as one week or one day, were in the following categories: a) paid 
employment (whether at work or with a job but not at work); or b) self-
employment (whether at work or with an enterprise but not at work).3 The 
working- age population is the population above the legal working age, but for 

http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/Page3.jspx?MBI_ID=33&_afrLoop=208216032043171&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=7viz6d0ka_35#!%40%40%3F_afrWindowId%3D7viz6d0ka_35%26_afrLoop%3D208216032043171%26MBI_ID%3D33%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3D7viz6d0ka_79
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/Page3.jspx?MBI_ID=33&_afrLoop=208216032043171&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=7viz6d0ka_35#!%40%40%3F_afrWindowId%3D7viz6d0ka_35%26_afrLoop%3D208216032043171%26MBI_ID%3D33%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3D7viz6d0ka_79
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/Page3.jspx?MBI_ID=33&_afrLoop=208216032043171&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=7viz6d0ka_35#!%40%40%3F_afrWindowId%3D7viz6d0ka_35%26_afrLoop%3D208216032043171%26MBI_ID%3D33%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3D7viz6d0ka_79
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/Page3.jspx?MBI_ID=33&_afrLoop=208216032043171&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=7viz6d0ka_35#!%40%40%3F_afrWindowId%3D7viz6d0ka_35%26_afrLoop%3D208216032043171%26MBI_ID%3D33%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3D7viz6d0ka_79
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/Page3.jspx?MBI_ID=33&_afrLoop=208216032043171&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=7viz6d0ka_35#!%40%40%3F_afrWindowId%3D7viz6d0ka_35%26_afrLoop%3D208216032043171%26MBI_ID%3D33%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3D7viz6d0ka_79
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat/faces/oracle/webcenter/portalapp/pagehierarchy/Page3.jspx?MBI_ID=33&_afrLoop=208216032043171&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=7viz6d0ka_35#!%40%40%3F_afrWindowId%3D7viz6d0ka_35%26_afrLoop%3D208216032043171%26MBI_ID%3D33%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3D7viz6d0ka_79
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat-files/Documents/description_ECO_EN.pdf


statistical purposes it comprises all persons above a specified minimum age 
threshold for which an inquiry on economic activity is made. To favour international 
comparability, the working-age population is often defined as all persons aged 15 
and older, but this may vary from country to country based on national laws and 
practices (some countries also use an upper age limit). The classification by 
economic activity refers to the main activity of the establishment in which a person 
worked during the reference period. The branch of economic activity of a person 
does not depend on the specific duties or functions of the person’s job. 

Development relevance Data on women in wage employment in the nonagricultural sector show the 
extent to which women have access to paid employment - which affects 
their integration into the monetary economy - and indicate the degree to 
which labor markets are open to women in industry and services - which 
affects not only equal employment opportunity for women, but also 
economic efficiency through flexibility of the labor market and the 
economy's capacity to adapt to changes over time. 
 
In many developing countries, nonagricultural wage employment accounts 
for only a small portion of total employment. As a result, the contribution of 
women to the national economy is underestimated and therefore 
misrepresented.  
 
Women’s share in paid employment in the nonagricultural sector has risen 
marginally in some regions but remains less than 20 percent in South Asia 
and Sub-Saharan Africa. Women are also clearly segregated in sectors that 
are generally known to be lower paid. And in the sectors where women 
dominate, such as health care, women rarely hold upper-level management 
jobs. In developing countries, where the household is often the basic unit of 
production and all members contribute to output, but some at low intensity 
or irregularly, the estimated labor force may be much smaller than the 
numbers working. 
 
Countries that show falling proportions of the share of own-account 
workers or contributing family workers, and a complementary rise in the 
share of employees, are moving from a low-income situation with a large 
informal or rural sector to a higher-income situation with high job growth. 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

Other types of household surveys (other than labor force surveys) and 
population censuses may also be used as sources. The information obtained 
from such sources may however be less reliable since they do not typically 
allow for detailed probing on the labor market activities of the respondents.  
 
Comparability of employment statistics across countries is affected most 
significantly by variations in the definitions used for the employment 
figures. Estimates of employment are also likely to vary according to 
whether members of the armed forces are included. Many factors can limit 
the comparability of statistics on employment by status in employment 
between countries or over time, 
 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=2&type=metadata&series=SL.EMP.INSV.FE.ZS


Comparisons can also be problematic when the frequency of data collection 
varies widely. The range of information collection can run from one month 
to 12 months in a year. Given the fact that seasonality of various kinds is 
undoubtedly present in all countries, employment figures can vary for this 
reason alone. Also, changes in the level of employment can occur 
throughout the year, but this can be obscured when fewer observations are 
available. 
 
It is also important to note that some countries group together some of the 
International Classification by Status in Employment (ICSE) categories 
(including for example members of producers’ cooperatives with wage and 
salaried workers, or own account workers with employers), affecting the 
comparability of the statistics. 
 
The indicator is difficult to interpret without additional information on the 
share of women in total employment, which allows an assessment to be 
made of whether women are under- or overrepresented in nonagricultural 
wage employment. The indicator does not reveal differences in the quality 
of nonagricultural wage employment in terms of earnings, work conditions, 
or legal and social protection. The indicator also does not reflect whether 
women reap the economic benefits of such employment. Finally, female 
employment and the employment share of the agricultural sector for both 
men and women tend to be underreported. 

General comments ILO classification of employment by economic activity: 
http://www.ilo.org/ilostat-files/Documents/description_ECO_EN.pdf.  
 
ILO current Guidelines (http://www.ilo.org/global/statistics-and-
databases/statistics-overview-and-topics/status-in-employment/current-
guidelines/lang--en/index.htm) 

 

  

http://www.ilo.org/ilostat-files/Documents/description_ECO_EN.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/global/statistics-and-databases/statistics-overview-and-topics/status-in-employment/current-guidelines/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/statistics-and-databases/statistics-overview-and-topics/status-in-employment/current-guidelines/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/statistics-and-databases/statistics-overview-and-topics/status-in-employment/current-guidelines/lang--en/index.htm


Indicator 18: Formal financial account 
 

Code SF.FIN.ACCT.ZS.MF 
SF.FIN.ACCT.ZS.FE 
SF.FIN.ACCT.ZS.MA 

License Type CC-BY 

Indicator Title (short) Formal financial account 

R2M Title Percentage of adult women with a formal financial account or personally using a 
mobile money service in the past 12 months, and female to male ratio. 

Indicator Title 
(database) 

Account at a financial institution (% age 15+) 
Account at a financial institution (% age 15+), female 
Account at a financial institution (% age 15+), male 

Definition The percentage of respondents who report having an account (by themselves or 
together with someone else) at a bank or another type of financial institution; 
having a debit card in their own name; receiving wages, government transfers, or 
payments for agricultural products into an account at a financial institution or 
through a mobile phone in the past 12 months; paying utility bills or school fees 
from an account at a financial institution in the past 12 months; receiving wages or 
government transfers into a card in the past 12 months; or personally using a 
mobile phone to pay bills or to send or receive money through a GSM Association 
(GSMA) Mobile Money for the Unbanked (MMU) service in the past 12 months 
(female, % age 15+). 

Disaggregation available Both, female, and male 

Source Demirguc-Kunt et al., 2015, Global Financial Inclusion Database, World Bank 

Topic Economic Growth: Financial accounts 

Periodicity Two surveys have been completed: 2011 and 2014 

Aggregation method Weighted average  

Data Download Date 15 June 2017 

Data Download Source World Bank Global Financial Inclusion Database 

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=1228#  
 

Metadata Link http://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/globalfindex/methodology 

Revision date of source 
data 

15 April 2015 

http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=1228
http://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/globalfindex/methodology


Statistical concept and 
methodology 

Percentage of adult women with a formal financial account or personally using a 
mobile money service in the past 12 months, and female to male ratio indicator is 
part of the World Bank’s Global Financial Inclusion (Global Findex) database. The 
Global Findex questionnaire was translated into 142 languages covering almost 
150,000 people in more than 140 economies—representing more than 97 percent 
of the world’s population. Policymakers, international donors, researchers, and 
financial service providers were encouraged to use these questions to collect 
additional demand-side data on financial inclusion in their countries. 
 
The survey was carried out over the 2014 calendar year by Gallup, Inc. using 
randomly selected, nationally representative samples. The target population is the 
entire civilian, noninstitutionalized population age 15 and above. 
 
Surveys are conducted face to face in economies where telephone coverage 
represents less than 80 percent of the population or is the customary 
methodology. Where population information is available, sample selection is based 
on probabilities proportional to population size; otherwise, simple random 
sampling is used. In economies where telephone interviewing is employed, random 
digit dialing or a nationally representative list of phone numbers is used. 
 
Data weighting is used to ensure a nationally representative sample for each 
economy. Final weights consist of the base sampling weight, which corrects for 
unequal probability of selection based on household size, and the poststratification 
weight, which corrects for sampling and nonresponse error. 

Development relevance Account Ownership economically empowers women – by providing a safe place to 
keep money outside the home and enabling them to handle their finances with 
greater privacy and efficiency. The indicator measures the percentage of 
respondents who report having an account (by themselves or together with 
someone else) at a bank or another type of financial institution. There are big 
opportunities to expand financial inclusion – particularly among women and the 
poor. The World Bank estimates that there is a significant gender gap in account 
ownership, savings, credit, and payments behavior. In 2014, 58 percent of women 
worldwide have an account, compared to 65 percent of men. In 2011, 47 percent 
of women and 54 percent of men had an account. This means that globally, there is 
a persistent 7 percentage point gender gap in account ownership. In developing 
countries, this gap is persistently 9 percentage points. Regionally, the gap is largest 
in South Asia with 18 percentage points. 
 
This indicator is an important measure of women’s integration into the modern 
economy. The Living Standards and Measurement Study (LSMS), and Global Findex 
surveys from the World Bank have individual data on ownership of a formal 
financial accounts. Findex has an additional question on whether the respondent 
has used a mobile money service in the past 12 months. 
 

http://datatopics.worldbank.org/financialinclusion/indv-characteristics/gender


A version of this indicator is included in Bureau of the UN Statistical Commission 
(UNSC-B) as “Proportion of population with an account at a formal financial 
institution, by sex and age.” 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

Data are available for 2011 and 2014 from the World Bank’s FINDEX 
database and World Development Indicators.  
 
The margin of error is calculated around a proportion at the 95 percent 
confidence level. The maximum margin of error was calculated assuming a 
reported percentage of 50 percent and takes into account the design effect. 
Margin of error calculation: √(0.25/N)*1.96*√(DE). Other errors that can 
affect survey validity include measurement error associated with the 
questionnaire, such as translation issues, and coverage error, where a part 
of the target population has a zero probability of being selected for the 
survey. 

General comments The reference citation for the 2014 Global Findex data is Asli Demirguc-
Kunt, Leora Klapper, Dorothe Singer, and Peter Van Oudheusden, “The 
Global Findex Database 2014: Measuring Financial Inclusion around the 
World”. Policy Research Working Paper 7255. 
 
Additional information about the methodology used in the Gallup World 
Poll can be found at http://www.gallup.com/178667/gallup-world-poll-
work.aspx 

 
 

  

http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2015/04/15/090224b082dca3aa/1_0/Rendered/PDF/The0Global0Fin0ion0around0the0world.pdf#page=3
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2015/04/15/090224b082dca3aa/1_0/Rendered/PDF/The0Global0Fin0ion0around0the0world.pdf#page=3
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2015/04/15/090224b082dca3aa/1_0/Rendered/PDF/The0Global0Fin0ion0around0the0world.pdf#page=3
http://www.gallup.com/178667/gallup-world-poll-work.aspx
http://www.gallup.com/178667/gallup-world-poll-work.aspx


Indicator 19: Share of earned income 
 

Code SI.POV.HHIN.40.ZS.FE 

License Type 
 

Indicator Title (short) Share of earned income 

R2M Title Growth rate in adult women’s share of household earned income among the 
bottom 40 percent of the population, relative to that for all adult women 

Indicator Title 
(database) 

Growth rate in adult women's share of household earned income among the 
bottom 40 percent of the population relative to that of all adult women 

Definition 
 

Disaggregation available  

Source 
 

Topic Income & Poverty: Earned income 

Periodicity 
 

Aggregation method 
 

Data Download Date  

Data Download Source  

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

 

Metadata Link  

Revision date of source 
data 

 

Statistical concept and 
methodology 

 

Development relevance 
 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

 

General comments   

 

  



Indicator 20: Birth registration 
 

Code SP.REG.BRTH.ZS.MF 
SP.REG.BRTH.ZS.FE 
SP.REG.BRTH.ZS.MA 

License Type CC-BY 

Indicator Title (short) Birth registration 

R2M Title Proportion of female children under 5 whose births have been registered with a civil 
authority, and female to male ratio 

Indicator Title 
(database) 

Children under 5 whose births have been registered with a civil authority (%) 
Children under 5 whose births have been registered with a civil authority (%), female 
Children under 5 whose births have been registered with a civil authority (%), male 

Definition Completeness of birth registration is the percentage of children under age 5 whose 
births were registered at the time of the survey. The numerator of completeness of 
birth registration includes children whose birth certificate was seen by the 
interviewer or whose mother or caretaker says the birth has been registered. 

Disaggregation available Both, female, and male  

Source DHS and AIS Surveys 

Topic Health: Birth registration 

Periodicity Annual data collected at irregular intervals 

Aggregation method Weighted average 

Data Download Date 19 June 2017 

Data Download Source DHS STAT Compiler 

Data Download Link 
(URL) 

http://statcompiler.com/en/  

Metadata Link https://www.dhsprogram.com/data/STATcompiler-comparability.cfm  

Revision date of source 
data 

Not Available 

Statistical concept and 
methodology 

A birth certificate is proof of identity, age, and family relationships, and 
confirms that a child’s birth has been registered. Registration of births 
conveys official recognition of the civil status of a child and its mother. 
Completeness of birth registration is the percentage of children under age 5 
years (0 to 59 months) whose births were registered at the time of the 
survey. The numerator of completeness of birth registration includes 
children whose birth certificate was seen by the interviewer or whose 
mother or caretaker says the birth has been registered. 
 
Estimates of the completeness of civil registration can be derived indirectly from 
demographic data. Direct estimates are obtained from surveys. Both the 
Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) and Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys 
(MICS) have a question in the birth history module on whether each child’s birth has 
been registered. In addition, some censuses include questions about the registration 
of births. 

http://statcompiler.com/en/
https://www.dhsprogram.com/data/STATcompiler-comparability.cfm


Development relevance Civil registration and vital statistics (CRVS) system allows governments to 
benefit from accurate and universal data on birth and death rates. According 
to the World Health Organization (WHO), health information systems are 
crucial for monitoring and evaluating health systems, which are increasingly 
recognized as important for combating disease and improving health status.  
 
Health information systems underpin decision-making through four data 
functions: generation, compilation, analysis and synthesis, and 
communication and use. The health information system collects data from 
the health sector and other relevant sectors; analyzes the data and ensures 
their overall quality, relevance, and timeliness; and converts data into 
information for health-related decision-making. 
 
Complete registration of birth, marriage, divorce, and death is a 
fundamental responsibility of country governments. The limited availability 
of data on health status is a major constraint in assessing the health 
situation in developing countries. Every individual has the right to be 
counted and to have their birth and death legally recognized. Many 
countries do not have well-functioning civil registration systems, and it is 
estimated that over three quarters of uncounted births and deaths are in 
sub-Saharan Africa and south-east Asia. According to WHO, globally, an 
estimated one-third of the world’s annual births and two-thirds of annual 
deaths are not legally recognized by civil registration systems; three-quarters 
of all uncounted people are in sub-Saharan Africa and south-east Asia. 
 
WHO estimates that 40 million, or approximately one third of, births are not 
registered each year. Many barriers can prevent people from registering 
births including: poverty, social exclusion, remote geographical location, 
disability, discrimination and vulnerability. Without data on births, national 
governments will not have credible evidence as a basis for planning, 
implementing and monitoring public health policies and programs. 

Limitations and 
exceptions 

Many countries have incomplete registration systems and some pose 
specific obstacles to the registration of births by mothers without authority 
from fathers. Also, access to birth certificates is a challenge in many low and 
middle-income countries.  
 
Data covers 2000 to 2015. Data source for this indicator is STATcompiler -  a 
tool designed for comparisons across countries and over time. To achieve 
this goal, individual country data are recalculated to match standard 
definitions in the STATcompiler, and sometimes can result data in 
STATcompiler being different than data presented in an individual final 
country report. Other factors responsible for difference of data are: 

• Time frame of household surveys for specific indicators changes over 
time. 

• Indicator definitions change over time. 

• Country-specific definitions for certain indicators, though based on a 
standard, changes in country context 



General comments For more information on civil registration:    

http://www.who.int/healthinfo/statistics/mortcoverage/en/  
www.who.int/healthinfo/global_burden_disease/estimates_country  
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/vitstats/default.htm  
http://esa.un.org/unpd/wup/index.htm 
 
Information on the DHS Statcompiler: http://www.statcompiler.com/en/# 
 
UNICEF data and metadata on birth registration: https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-
protection/birth-registration/   

 
 

 

 

 

  

http://www.who.int/healthinfo/statistics/mortcoverage/en/
http://www.who.int/healthinfo/global_burden_disease/estimates_country
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/vitstats/default.htm
http://esa.un.org/unpd/wup/index.htm
http://www.statcompiler.com/en/
https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/birth-registration/
https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/birth-registration/


 

R2M to SDG Comparison 
 

Ready to Measure (R2M) Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

1 Ratio of women to men (aged 15 and above) in 
households living under the international or 
national poverty line 

1.1.1 Proportion of population below the 
international poverty line, by sex, age, 
employment status and geographical location 
(urban/rural)  
1.2.1 Proportion of population living below the 
national poverty line, by sex and age 

2 Prevalence of stunting (low height-forage) in 
female children under 5 years of age, and ratio of 
female to male under-five stunting 

2.2.1 Prevalence of stunting (height for age <-2 
standard deviation from the median of the World 
Health Organization (WHO) Child Growth 
Standards) among children under 5 years of age 

3 Prevalence of anemia in women of 
reproductive age (15 to 49), pregnant and non-
pregnant 

Not Available 

4 Maternal deaths per 100,000 live births 3.1.1 Maternal mortality ratio 

5 Female under-five mortality rate, and ratio of 
female to male under-five mortality 

3.2.1 Under-five mortality rate 

6 Number of female new HIV infections per 1,000 
susceptible population (by age and key 
populations), and ratio of female to male new 
HIV infections 

3.3.1 Number of new HIV infections per 1,000 
uninfected population, by sex, age and key-
populations 

7 Adolescent birth rate per 1,000 women by age 
of the mother (15-19) 

3.7.2 Adolescent birth rate (aged 10-14 years; 
aged 15-19 years) per 1,000 women in that age 
group 

8 Percentage of reproductive age women (15-49) 
using modern contraception 

3.7.1 Proportion of women of reproductive age 
(aged 15-49 years) who have their need for 
family planning satisfied with modern methods 

9 Percentage of girls/young women aged 3-5 
years above official age for last grade of each 
level of education (primary, lower secondary, and 
upper secondary) who have completed the level, 
and female to male ratio 

4.5.1 Parity indices (female/male, rural/urban, 
bottom/top wealth quintile and others such as 
disability status, indigenous peoples and conflict-
affected, as data become available) for all 
education indicators on this list that can be 
disaggregated 

10 Share of women aged 15-49 who use 
computer and/or internet at least once a week, 
and every day. 

17.8.1 Proportion of individuals using the 
Internet 

11 Percentage of women aged 20-24 who were 
married or in a union before age 18 

5.3.1 Proportion of women aged 20-24 years who 
were married or in a union before age 15 and 
before age 18 

12 Proportion of seats held by women in national 
parliament 

5.5.1 Proportion of seats held by women in 
national parliaments and local governments 



13 Share of women among mobile telephone 
owners 

5.b.1 Proportion of individuals who own a mobile 
telephone, by sex 

14 Share of young women (15-24) who are not in 
school nor looking for work (“idle”), and female 
to male ratio 

8.6.1 Proportion of youth (aged 15-24) not in 
education, employment or training 

15 Females employed as a ratio of the working-
age female population (15 to 59), and female to 
male ratio 

8.5.1 Average hourly earnings of female and male 
employees, by occupation, age and persons with 
disabilities 

16 Proportion of employed people who are own-
account (self-employed) workers by sex of 
worker 

Not available.  

17 Women’s share of non-agricultural wage 
employment 

8.3.1 Proportion of informal employment in non-
agriculture employment, by sex 

18 Share of adult women with a formal financial 
account/using a mobile money service in past 
year, and female to male ratio 

8.10.2 Proportion of adults (15 years and older) 
with an account at a bank or other financial 
institution or with a mobile-money-service 
provider 

19 Growth rate in adult women’s share of 
household earned income among the bottom 40 
percent of the population, relative to that for all 
adult women 

10.1.1 Growth rates of household expenditure or 
income per capita among the bottom 40 percent 
of the population and the total population 

20 Share of female children under 5 whose births 
have been registered with a civil authority, and 
female to male ratio 

16.9.1 Proportion of children under 5 years of age 
whose births have been registered with a civil 
authority, by age 

 

 

 


